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THE 

LIFE AND WRITINGS OF CiESAR. 



G. Julius CiBSAR, son of C. J. Gsesar and Anrelia, 
was born on the 12th of July, b. c. 100, in the consulship 
of C. M arius and L. Valerius Flaccus, and consequently 
was six years younger than Pompey and Cicero. In his 
13th year he was elected "Flamen Dialis" through the 
interest of the great Marius, who had married Julia, 
Caesar's aunt. In his 17th year he married Cossutia, a 
wealthy heiress of the equestrian order, whom he shortly 
afterwards divorced, and married Cornelia, daughter 
of L. Cinna. 

So open a declaration in favour of the popular party 
provoked the anger of Sulla, who, upon his return to 
Rome, B. c. 82, ordered Caesar to put- away Cornelia ; 
but he refused, and was therefore deprived of his priest- 
hood. He now withdrew from Roine to Asia, B. c. 81, 
where he served his first campaign, under M. Minucius 
Thermus, at the siege of Mitylene. He particularly 
distinguished himself at this siege, and was rewarded 
with a civic crown for saving the life of a fellow-soldier. 
He next served under P. Sulpicius in Cilicia, b. c. 78, but 
upon hearing of the death of Sulla, immediately r«.- 
turned to Rome. 

In B.C. 68, he obtained tYie cvx3l»^Vot^^^^\ "^^"^^X^ 
be lost bis aunt Julia (^widoYr o^ 'ML«cVa»^'» «^^ ^^^ 
wife Cornelia,, over both o? w\iom\i«> ^TO\\nrosv^^ 
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orations in the fomm. After the ftmeral of his mUe, he 
went to farther Spain, as Quaestor to Antistius Vetus. 

On his return to Rome, b. c. 67, he married Pompeia, 
daughter of Q. Pompeius Rufus and Cornelia; which 
marriage was intended to cement more closely his union 
with Pompey. 

In B. G. 64, he was appointed to preside, in place of 
the Praetor, as ** Judex QtuBstionis" at trials for murder; 
and in B. c. 63, he was elected ** Pontifex Maximus** He 
was soon after elected Praetor for the following year. 
At the expiration of his praetorship, he obtained the 
province of farther Spain, B.c. 61, but, on account of his 
debts, did not set out till the following summer. He 
began his campaign by subduii^ the mountainous tribes 
of Lusitania, taking Brigantium, a town of the GaUaeci, 
and gaining several other advantages. 

He returned to Borne in the simmier of B. c. 60, and 
became candidate for the consulship, to which he was 
elected, having as colleague, M. Calpumius Bibulus, a 
man of the opposite party. But to prevent Caesar from 
obtaining a province in which he might distinguish him- 
self, the Senate assigned as provinces, to the Consuls 
elect, the care of the woods and public pastures. It 
was not tiU after his election that he entered into that 
coalition with Pon^ey and M. Crassus, which is known 
by the name of the first triumvirate. This first triumvi- 
rate, therefore, was merely an agreement among the three 
most powerful men at Rome; and the agreement re- 
maiired a secret, tUl the proceedings of Caesar in his 
consulship showed that be was supported by a power, 
against*which it was vain for his enemies to struggle. 

TAeSrst act of Csaaar Miter his entering on o¥&oe, vtqa 
toremkp the SeoBte morm mmeaable to paYAio o^Vcioti, 
>reMtt8Jagr £tw proceedinga to be taken dawn and v^\>- 
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lished dailj. His next step was to propose ui agrari«ii 
law : his ooUea^^e Bibulus opposed it ; but was driyen 
from the forum by force of arms, and tbe law was 
carried ; this law granted allotments of land to 20,000 
citizens, among whom were a great many of Pompey's 
veterans. 

About tins time C»sar umted himself still more 
closely to Pompey, by giving him in marriage his 
daughter Julia, who had been betrothed to Servilius 
Ceepio; and he hunself married Calpumia, daughter of 
L/Piso, who was Consul in the following year. 

He induced the tribune Vatinius to propose a bill to the 
people, granti^ him the prorinces of Cisalpine Gaul and 
niyricum, with three legions, for ^yo years. This was 
of coarse passed, and the senate added the province of 
Transalpine Gaul, with another legion, for fire years 
also. 

During the next nine years, from B. c. 56, Csssar 
was engaged in the subjugation of Gaul. In this time 
he conquered all transalpine Gau], except the part 
called PtroYincia: he twice crossed the Rhine, and twice 
landed in Britain, which had hitherto been unknown to 
the Romans. 

The death of Crassus in the Parthian war, B.c. 53, 
had left Caasar and Pompey alone at the head of the 
state. But the brilliwt success of Caesar in Gaul 
excited the envy of Pompey, who saw with mortification 
that he was now becoming the second person in the 
state. A civil war ensued, in which Pompey was finally 
overthrown, and Csssar became master of the Roman 
empire, which embraced the grevilQic -^^xX. ^1 ^fi^fe ^Qssssti. 
known world. 
Tbe e<mapir&cy against Csesar'a \i$^ ^«^ ^^'^ ?^ '^^ 
in tbe begimung of the year ^ c 44, \>1 C^«««^^ 
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sixty senators joined in the plot. Personal hatred and 
party spirit seem to have been the only motives of 
Cassius and most of the others. Many of them had 
taken an active part in the war against Csesar, whom 
he had not only forgiven, but had also raised to offices 
of rank and honour ; nevertheless, these very men were 
the assassins of their benefactor 1 Caesar disregarding 
the warnings that had been given him, went to the 
Senate-house. He was assailed by the conspirators, 
and after having received twenty-three wounds, fell at 
the base of Pompey*s statue. He died in the 56th year 
of his life, and 44th before the Christian era. By this 
impolitic measure the conspirators involved the city in 
consternation and terror, which produced general anar- 
chy, and paved the way for the revolution which they 
wished to prevent, the monarchical government being 
actually founded on the murder of Julius Csesar. 

The energy of Caesar's character — his personal ac- 
complishments and courage — ^his talents for war — and 
his capacity for civil affairs — combine to render him one 
of the most remarkable men of any age. Though a 
lover of pleasure, and a man of licentious habits, he 
never neglected what was a matter of business. He 
began that active career which has immortalized his 
name, when he was forty years of age — a time of life 
when ordinary men's powers of enterprize are deadened 
or extinguished. As a writer and an orator he has re- 
ceived the highest praise from Cicero ; his Commenta- 
ries on the Wars in Gaul were written immediately 
after the several battles, and on the spot where each 
was fought ; the composition is in a plain, perspicuous 
sij^/e, entirelffree from, all affectation, and p\acea\»\xa.Va 
/>f^ same class with Xenopbon, and those few meav\d\Ji«\8 
^^oliare successfally united the pursuit of \eUeTs aii^ 
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philosophy, with the business of active life. This valuable 
work was almost lost during the battle in the bay of 
Alexandria, when Caesar, being obliged to leap from a 
sinking ship, swam 200 paces to the fleet, all the while 
holding, it is said, his Commentaries in his left hand 
and his coat of mail in his teeth. His projects were vast 
and magnificent ; he seems to have formed designs far 
beyond what the ability of one man could execute, or the 
longest life could expect to see realised. His reform of 
the Roman calendar, under^the direction of Sosigenes, 
and his intended consolidation of the then almost un- 
manageable body of Roman law, do credit to his judg- 
ment. He established public libraries, and gave to the 
learned Varro the care of collecting and arranging the 
books. Of the eight books of his Commentaries, the last 
is said to have been completed by some other hand. 
The three books of the Civil War were written by 
Csesar ; but the single books on the Alexandrine, African, 
and Spanish wars, respectively, are generally attri- 
buted to Hirtius, though it is not at all unlikely that 
Csesar left the materials behind him. He wrote a number 
of other works, the publication of which Augustus sup- 
pressed. 

The historian Flint says of him, that he could, at 
the same time, employ his ears to listen, his eyes to read, 
his hand to write, and his mind to dictate. 



CONTENTS. 



Mkxoir OF CiESAB Fagos iii to tU. 

BOOK. I 

Thli Book conUbu a description of QaqI, Par. I.— the prooeed- 
ings and emigration of tfaie uelvetii, and Uieir wars with Capsar, 
from Far. II. to XXXL — the emigration of the G^nnans, and 
their war, under Ariori«tus, with Gaiiar, from Far. XXXX. to 
tiie end. Pages 1 to 49. 

BOOK n. 

This Book contains an account of four expeditions. From Par. L 
to XV. it describes the Operations against the B^ae and Bello- 
▼aci, in wliioh tlie Romans were assisted by the Bonir— from 
Far. XV. to Far. XXIX. operations against the Nervii, the 
great battle of the Sombre and Destruction of the Nenrii — ^firom 
Far. XXIX. to Far. XXXIV. the battle, and Defeat of the 
Adnatici—Far. XXXIV. and XXXV. the Sutvjugation of Ar- 
morioa by his Lieutenant Craasus, and his Betum to Italy. 

Pages 60 to 75. 

BOOK m. 

This Book contains an account of fire Wars against seyeral nations 
of GauL From Far. I. to Far. VIL it describes Lieutenant- 
Oeneral Galba's enoountor with the Veragri, an Alpine nation, 
and their defeat-^f^om Far. VII. to Far. XVII. it describes 
his own operations against the several nations of the Veneti on 
the western coast of Gaul, and their defeat in a great naval 
Battie— from Far. XVII. to Far. XX. the success of his 
Lieutenant-general Sabinus, against the maritime State of tlie 
UneUi, commanded by Viridovix and their confederatea^-^om 
Par. XX. to Far. XXVIII. the success of his Lieutenant- 
general Crassus, against the Sotiates and other States of Aqui- 
tania— from Par. XXVIII. to the ends his own success against 
the Morhii and Menapii. This was the third year of the 
Gallic War. Pages 75 to 97. 

BOOK. IV. 

This Book, from Far. I. to Far. XVI., contains an account of 
the manners and power of the Suevi, Caesar's success against 
the Usipetes and Tenchtheri, German nations who were otdiged 
to 4y from the tyranny of the Suevi— from Far. XVI to Far. 
XX., his passage over the Rhine and his return to Gaul—' 
from Far. XX. to Far. XXVI. his landing in Britain— from 
Ar. XXVI, to the end, his operations there, and M« T«tanL 
£» OmoL He was the trst Roman that ever attempted dLtSoet ol 
^e00 two hut enterpriaea, Thia was the fouxtVi ^ew ol Jaj 
i^mlffe Wmt, Yagea ^ to \^^« 



CESAR'S COMMENTARIES 



ON 



HIS WARS IN GAUL. 



Thr dioision into paragraphs, of this Tra^tslation, is in accordance 
with The Tsxt as giyen in PRENDEVILLE'S edition. 



BOOK I. 

I. All Gaul is divided into three parts ; 
whereof the BelgeB inhabit one ; the Aquitani 
another; those who in their own language are 
called Celtse, but in ours Galli, inhabit the third. 
These all differ from one another in language, 
customs, and laws. The river Garonne divides the 
Gauls from the Aquitani, the Marne and Seine 
divide them from the Belgse. Of all these 
the BelgsB are the bravest : because they are 
farthest distant from the culture and refinement 
of the province, and merchants do not often 
trade with them, and bring in those things which 
tend to effeminate their minds, and they are next 
neighbours to the Germans, who live beyond the 
Rhine, with whom they wage war perpetually •. 
for which reason, the HelvetVv a\&o eiic^ XN^^ ^^^^ 
of the Gauls in courage, becawse «\tiv^%X. v^ ^^^"^ 
'oafficts they are contending w\t\v tVv^ Cj^:t\xv«:^"3» 



2 Cesar's wars in gaul. [book 

whilst either they keep them off from their own 
territories, or themselves make war in their do- 
minions. Of these countries one part, which we 
said the Gauls possess, takes its beginning at the 
river Rhone, is bounded by the Garonne, the 
Atlantic ocean, and the confines of the Belgse ; it 
reaches also on the side of the Sequani and 
Helvetii to the river Rhine, and stretches toward 
the North. The Belgse commence at the extreme 
confines of Gaul ; extend to the lower part of 
the river Rhine ; and face toward the North, and 
the rising Sun. Aquitania extends from the river 
Garonne, to the Pyrensean mountains, and that 
part of the Ocean which is toward Spain ; and 
bears betwixt the setting of the Sun and the 
North. 

II. Orgetorix was by far the person of highest 
birth and greatest riches among the Helvetii. 
He, M. Messala, and M. Piso, being consuls, 
prompted by the love of sovereign power, formed 
a combination among the nobility, and persuaded 
the people to remove out of their own country 
with all their substance : (telling them,) it was 
very easy for them, since they excelled all the 
states in valour, to seize the government of all 
Gaul. To this he persuaded them the more 
easily, because the Helvetii are confined on all 
sides by the situation of their country, on one 
side by the Rhine, a very broad and very deep 
river, which divides the country of the Helvetii 
from the Germans ; on another side by Jura, a 
vary high mountain^ which is situate betwixt the 
Seguani and the Helvetii ; on the tWd, \>^ \\\fe 
^^^e Lemannus, and the river Rhone, y/\i\c\v ^\« 
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vides our province from the Helvetii. By this 
means it happened, both that they could spread 
less extensively, and could less easily make war 
upon their neighbours ; on which account the 
• people, naturally fond of war, were affected with 
great grief. But in proportion to the number of 
inhabitants, and on account of their reputation 
for war and bravery, they thought they had a 
confined country, which extended but 240 miles 
in length, and 1 80 in breadth. 

III. Induced by these things, and persuaded 
by the influence of Orgetorix, they resolved to 
provide those things that were requisite for the 
expedition ; to buy up as great a number as 
possible of beasts of burden and of cars, to make 
as great sowings as possible, that they might 
have plenty of com in their journey, and to 
renew a peace and alliance with the neighbouring 
states. Two years time they thought would be 
sufiicient for them to complete these prepara- 
tions; they fix their departure for the third year 
by a law. Orgetorix is chosen to arrange these 
things. He, when he undertook an embassy to 
the states, in this journey persuades Casticus, the 
son of Catamantaledes, a Sequan, whose father 
had held the sovereignty among the Sequani for 
many years, and had been called friend by the 
senate and people of Rome, to assume in his 
own state the regal power, which his father for* 
merly had held : and he likewise persuades 
Dumnorix the iEduan, the brother of D\v\t\ft5i»ai»^ 
who at that time held the o^ce oS^ Ok^sJI \asvs^^- 
trate in the state, and was g^t^^XV^ Xi^Ssss^^^^ 
the people, to attempt the same >u\vvsv%% ^^^ ^"^ 
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him his daughter in marriage. He proves to 
them, that it would be very easy to perform 
their attempt; for that he himself would have 
the command of his own state, and there was no 
question but that of all Gaul the Helvetii were 
the most powerful : he assures them, that he 
himself with his own forces, and with his own 
army, would procure kingdoms for them. Drawn 
over by this speech, they give a^promise and 
oath to one another, and hope tna:t upon assum- 
ing the regal power, they would be able to make 
themselves masters of all Gaul by means of these 
three most powerful and intrepid nations. 

IV. As soon as this design, by means of a dis- 
covery, was made known to the Helvetii, they 
obliged Orgetorix, according to their custom, to 
plead his cause in chains. It was necessary that 
the punishment, that he should be burned alive, 
should overtake him if condemned. Upon the 
day appointed for the trial, Orgetorix brought 
together from all parts to the place of trial, all 
his slaves, being about 10,000 men ; to the same 
place he likewise brought all his dependants and 
debtors, of which he had a great number : by 
means of these he rescued himself from the trial. 
When the state, enraged at this conduct, were 
endeavouring to execute their law by force of 
arms, and the magistrates were collecting a great 
number of men out of the country for this pur- 
pose, Orgetorix died : nor was there wanting 
ground of suspicion, as the Helvetii imagine, that 
Ae Aad an active hand in his own death. 
^ After his death, the Helvetu neveYt\v^e%% 
^(Jeavour to execute that which they WA coiv- 
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certed, namely, to remove out of their own coun- 
try. When now they thought themselves to be 
prepared for this purpose, they set fire to all their 
cities, being twelve in number, to their villages 
in number four hundred, and to the private houses 
that remained ; they burn all their corn, except 
what they were to carry with them ; to the end, 
that all hopes of returning home being cut off, 
they might be the more disposed to undergo all 
dangers : they order every one to carry for them- 
selves from home a quantity of groimd corn 
sufficient for three months. They persuade their 
neighbours theRauraci and TulingiandLatobrigi, 
that, having adopted the same design, and having 
burned their cities and villages, they should go 
along with them : and they attach to themselves, 
as companions, received to them, the Boji, who 
had dwelt beyond the Rhine, and had passed over 
into the territory of Noricum, and had besieged 
the city Noreia. 

VI. There were but two ways, by which they 
could go out of their country : one through the 
country of the Sequani, very narrow and diffi- 
cult, betwixt the mountain Jura and the river 
Rhone, by which carts, one by one, could scarcely 
pass ; and a very high mountain hung over it in 
such a manner, that a very few men could easily 
have stopped them: the other lay through our 
province, much easier, and shorter; because 
that the Rhone runs betwixt the confines of the 
Helvetii and the AUobroges, who VvaA Vi\i^.\a^'^ 
beeD subdued (by the Roman^,'^ ^w^ \\., \S5^ %<ks^^ 
places, is passable by aioxd. CjeTkes^'v^ "^^^^^ 
tier city of the AUobrogea, aa^ V^ w«*^^ "^^ 
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borders of the Helvetii. From this city a bridge 
reaches over to the Helvetii. Now they imagined 
they would either persuade the AUobroges, be- 
cause they did not yet appear to be of a disposition 
well affected toward the Roman people, or oblige 
them by force, to suffer them to march through 
their country. All things being provided for 
their journey, they appoint a day on which they 
should all meet upon the banks of the Rhone. 
The day was the fifth day before the Kalends of 
April, in the consulship of L. Piso and A. Ga- 
binius. 

VII. When it was told Caesar, that they de- 
signed to take their route through our province, 
he makes all haste to be gone from the city, and, 
by very great marches, posts away for the fur- 
ther Gaul, and arrives at Geneva. He orders the 
whole province (to furnish) as great a number of 
troops as possible (for there was in further Gaul 
only one legion), and commands that the bridge 
which was at Geneva should be cut down. When 
the Helvetii were informed of his arrival, they 
send several persons of the highest quality in 
their state, ambassadors to him ; in which em- 
bassy Numeius and Verudoctius had the chief 
place ; who were to acquaint him, that they in- 
tended to march through the province, without 
doing any harm, because they had no other way 
(to prosecute their journey) : and they begged that 
they might be allowed to do this by his permis- 
sion. Caesar, as he kept in mind that L. Cassius 
tAe consul bad been siain, and his arm^ ToulCidbY 
^^G Helvetii, and made to pass under l\ie >joVe, 
^a^aol of opinion that this should be graule^- ^t^ox 
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did he think, that people of a hostile disposition, 
upon liberty of marching through the province 
being allowed them, could abstain from outrages 
and mischief. However, that time might be 
gained, till the forces, which he had ordered to 
be raised, should get together, he told the ambas- 
sadors, that he would take time to consider the 
matter : if they wanted any thing of him, they 
might return the day preceding the Ides of April. 
VIII. In the mean time, with the legion which 
he had with him, and the soldiers, who had come 
from the province, he draws, along the banks of 
the Rhone, from the lake Lemannus, which falls 
into the river Rhone, to the mountain Jura, 
which divides the country of the Sequani from 
the Helvetii, a wall ten miles long and sixteen 
feet in height, and a ditch. This work being 
finished, he plants guards,, and strengthens the 
forts, that he might the more easily stop them, 
if they should endeavour to break through con- 
trary to his inclination. When the day, which 
he had fixed upon with the ambassadors, was 
come, and the ambassadors returned to him, he 
says that he could not, in consistency with the 
custom and practice of the Roman people, grant 
a passage to any through the province ; and, if 
they should endeavour to use force, he gave them 
to understand that he would hinder them. The 
Helvetii being baulked in this hope, endeavoured, 
sometimes by day but oftener by night, if they 
could force a passage with 8h\i^% yivsv^^X.^'^^^st^ 
and a great many rafts madft\ o^et^Vj 'vicvfc^^^^!^ 
of the Rhone, where t\ve d%^V\v o^ ^^ ^v4«t ^^ 
Jeast: but being repulsed \i^ l\vfe to^VhSv^^^^^ 
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the work and the concourse of the soldiers, and 
by the darts, they desisted from their attempt. 

IX. One way was left, viz. through the coun- 
try of the Sequani, by which, contrary to the 
inclination of the Sequani, they could not pass 
by reason of its narrowness. And as they could 
not prevail with them by their own interest, they 
dispatch deputies to Dumnorix the iEduan, that 
through him, as an intercessor, they might obtain 
this favour from the Sequani. Dumnorix by his 
compliance and generosity had great influence 
among the Sequani, and was a friend to the Hel- 
vetii : because from their country he had married 
the daughter of Orgetorix: led on too by a fond de- 
sire for sovereign power, he was plotting a revolu- 
tion, and therefore inclined to have as many states 
as possible laid under obligations to him by acts of 
kindness. Wherefore he undertakes the business ; 
and prevails with the Sequani to permit the Hel- 
vetii to pass through their country ; and arranged 
that they should deliver hostages to each other : 
the Sequani, that they. should not interrupt the 
Helvetii in their march ; and the Helvetii, thiat 
they should pass without oflering molestation and 
abuse to the country. 

X. Word is again brought to Caesar, that the 
Helvetii designed to take their route through 
the territories of the Sequani and Mdui into the 
country of the Santones, who are not far from 
the borders of the Tolosates, who are a people 
in the province. If this should happen, he was 

sensible that it would be to the great daxi^et ot 

t/ie province, to liave a warlike people, ati^ eae- 

^y'^es /o tJ^e people of Rome, next neigWaoxiX^ to^ 
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an open and very plentiful country. For these 
reasons he set his lieutenant T. Labienus over 
the fortifications which he had erected. He 
himself posts away by great marches into Italy ; 
and there raises two legions, and draws out of their 
winter quarters three, who were wintering about 
Aquileja, and with these five legions hastens to 
march by the nearest road over the Alps into 
further Gaul. There the Sentrones, and Graio- 
celi, and Caturiges, having possessed themselves 
of the higher ground, endeavoured to stop his 
army in their march. But, these being routed 
in several battles, he came in seven days from 
Ocelum, which is the furthest town of the hither 
province, into the country of the Vocontii, who 
are a people of the further province ; after that 
he came into the country of the Allobroges ; 
from the Allobroges he led his army into the 
country of the Segusiani : these are the first 
without the province beyond the Rhone. 

XL The Helvetii by this time had carried 
their forces through the straits, and the territo- 
ries of the Sequani, and had come into the domi- 
nions of the iEdui, and were ravaging their coun- 
try. The iEdui, as they were not able to defend 
themselves and their possessions against them, 
send deputies to Csesar to beg assistance ; alleg- 
ing, that at all times they had so deserved of the 
Roman people, that their country ought not to 
be laid waste, their children led into captivity, 
and their towns taken, aAmo^X. \w ^\^\. ^^ ^>ss^ 
army. At the same time, Wve K:«^^^^^^ Sxvs^^ 
and relatives of the iEdm, w^oxm C.^'s.'^sl^ "^ 
^ey not without difficuU^ vjWV^X.^^^ ^^ "^^ 
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of the enemy against their towns, now that the 
country was laid waste. The AUobroges like- 
wise, who had farms and possessions beyond the 
Rhone, flee to Caesar, and assure him, that nothing 
was left them but the soil of their lands. With 
which proceedings Caesar being moved, resolved 
not to wait till the Helvetii, after destroying all 
the possessions of his allies, should arrive among 
the Santoni. 

XII. The Arar is a river which runs through 
the confines of the Mdni and the Sequani into 
the Rhone, withlncredible smoothness, so that it 
cannot be determined by the eye, which way it 
flows: over this the Helvetii were passing on 
floats and in boats coupled together. When 
Caesar by his scouts was informed, that the Hel- 
vetii had now carried over this river three parts 
of their forces, but that the fourth part remained 
on this side of the river Arar ; he marched out 
of his camp with three legions about the third 
watch, and came up with that party who had not 
yet crossed the river. Falling upon these em- 
barrassed, and not expecting such an attack, he 
slaughtered a great part of them ; the rest betook 
themselves to flight, and hid themselves in the 
neighbouring woods. This was called theTigurine 
canton ; for the whole Helvetian state was divided 
into four cantons. This one canton, leaving theii* 
country, in the memory of our fathers, had cut 
off L. Cassius the consul, and made his army 
pass under the yoke. Thus, whether by chance, 
or /fjr tAe providence of the immortal Gods, VXv^A. 
/fart of the Helvetian state, whicli Viad gvveiv ^ 
^^^Hrkable stroke to the Roman peopVe, ^t^^ 
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suffered punishment. In which action Caesar 
revenged not only public, but also private inju- 
ries, because the Tigurini had killed the lieute- 
nant-general L. Piso, the grandfather of L. Piso, 
his father-in-law, in the same battle, in which 
they had slain Cassius. 

XIII. This skirmish being ended, that he 
might pursue the remaining forces of the Hel- 
vetii, he causes a bridge to be made upon the 
Arar, and so carries over his army. The Hel- 
vetii being surprised at his sudden arrival, as 
they understood he had performed in one day, a 
thing which they with great difficulty had accom- 
plished in twenty days, viz. the crossing the 
river, send ambassadors to him ; in which em- 
bassy, the chief person was Divico, who had been 
general of the Helvetii, in the war against Cas- 
sius. He discourses with Caesar to this effect : 
** If the Roman people would conclude a peace 
with the Helvetii, the Helvetii would go to that 
quarter, and there abide where Caesar should 
settle them, and order them to be ; but if he 
should persist to harass them by war, he ought 
to remember both the Roman people's former 
disaster, and the ancient bravery of the Helvetii. 
As to his having attacked one canton at una- 
wares, when those who had crossed the river, 
could not bring assistance to their friends ; he 
ought not, on this account, either to ascribe 
much to his own valour, or despise them. They 
had learned from their falVvet^ ^\A '^\^RR.%^ss^^^^s\ 
contend by gallant coiiducV, T^^^ex VS\^\vV^ *^^^ 
or depend upon stratagems, NQVet^tet^V^i ^^^J? 
oot to cause, that the p\a.e^ v«V^^^ "^^^ ^ 
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encamped should obtain a name from an over- 
throw of the Roman people and the destruction 
of his army, or transmit the memory thereof to 
posterity." 

XIV . To this Caesar answered thus : " That 
he was under the less hesitation what to do, be- 
cause he well remembered those things which 
the Helvetian ambassadors had mentioned : and 
that he took them more amiss, the less they 
had been occasioned by the behaviour of the 
Roman people, who if they had been conscious 
to themselves of practising any injustice, would 
have been under no difficulty to guard against 
them ; but were trepanned, because they were 
not sensible of any thing committed by them,ff% 
why they should be afraid ; and did not think 
they ought to fear danger without a reason. And 
though he were inclinable to forget the former 
offence ; could he also drop the remembrance 
of fresh insolences, that, in opposition to him, 
they had by force attempted a passage through 
the province, that they had harrassed the ^Edui, 
the Ambarri, and Allobroges ? That they boast- 
ed so proudly of their victory, and that they 
wondered they had borne with ill usage so long 
without taking vengeance, tended to the same 
thing. For the immortal Gods used to grant 
sometimes greater prosperity and longer con- 
tinued impunity to those, whom they had a mind 
to punish for their wickedness, that such persons, 
upon a change of circumstances, might be the 
^ore grievously aJSBicted. Though these l\i\tt^* 
ff^&779 SO, yet if hostages were giveu to Vviva 
-^ ^^^^> that he would know tVvey \vo\A^ 
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perform the things which they promised ; and if 
they would satisfy the ^Edui for the outrages 
they had committed upon them and their allies, 
also if they would satisfy the AUobroges on the 
same account,, he would conclude a peace with 
them." Divico replied: " That the Helvetii had 
been so trained up by their ancestors, that they 
had been in use to receive, not to give hostages: 
of this the Roman people were an evidence." 
This answer being given, he departed. 

XV. The day following they decamp from that 
place. Caesar does the same, and sends all his 
horse before, to the number of four thousand, 
which he had got together from all parts of the 
province, and from among the Mdu'i and their 
allies ; who were to observe, toward what quarter 

*they directed their march. \Who pursuing too 
keenly the rear of the armyi came to a battle 
with the Helvetian horse on disadvantageous 
ground ; and a few of our men were killed. 
Upon which skirmish the Helvetii being puffed 
up, because with five hundred horse they had 
repulsed such a number of cavalry, began to halt 
on their march with greater confidence, and now 
and then from the rear of their army provoke 
our men to battle. Caesar restrained his men 
from fighting, and thought it sufficient for the 
present to keep the enemy from plundering, 
foraging, and ravaging the country. They con- 
tinued their march for about fifteen days, in 
such manner, that there nv«l^ wqX. ;^<y*<i *^^^ 

or SIX miles betwixt t\ie enexoA^^ ^^^>c« «».^ '^'^^^ 

van, 
XVL In the mean time C^stajt ^xo^k. ^^^ "^^ ^' 
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was pressing the Mdui for the corn which they 
had promised in the name of their state, for by 
reason of the cold, because Gaul is situated 
toward the North, as was before observed, not 
only the corn on the fields was not ripe, but 
indeed there was not a large enough quantity of 
forage for the horse. BjLit he could not make 
use of the com which he had brought up the 
river Arar by shipping, because the Helvetii, 
with whom he was unwilling to part, had directed 
their march away from the Arar. The ^Edui 
put off from day to day, told him they were 
gathering it up, bringing it together, that it was 
just ready. When he found that he was put off 
longer, and that the day was just at hand, on 
which he must needs measure out the corn to 
the soldiers ; convening their great men, a con- 
siderable number of whom he had in the camp, 
and among these Divitiacus, and Liscus, who 
had the chief authority, (him the iEdui called 
Vergobretus, who is elected yearly, and among 
his own people has the power of life and death) 
he severely reprimands them : because he had 
not been supplied by them with corn, when it 
could neither be bought nor got in the fields, in 
a time of such need, and the enemy being so 
near ; especially as he had undertaken the war, 
being induced to it in a great measure by their 
entreaties ; and much more heavily complains, 
that he was abandoned by them. 
XVII. Then at last Liscus, being moved by 
O^sar's speech, declares openly w\vatYie\v^.^VfeV^ 
secret before : '^ That there were some pew^t^^* 
^Aose authority was of very great Vu^vxeive^ 
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among the people, who could do more in a pri- 
vate cap0,city than the magistrates themselves ; 
that these by seditious and wicked insinuations 
terrified the people, so that they did not collect 
the corn which they ought to make good : because 
they said that if at present they could not obtain 
the empire of Gaul themselves, it was better to 
bear the government of the Gauls than the Ro- 
mans, nor ought they to doubt but the Romans, 
if they conquered the^Helvetii, would deprive 
the iEdui, together with the rest of Gaul, of their 
liberty. That by the same persons our designs, 
and what passed in the camp, were notified to 
the enemy ; and that they could not be restrained 
by him. And further, because, being obliged by 
necessity, he had discovered the matter to Caesar, 
that he well knew with how great danger he had 
done it: and for that reason had concealed it, as 
long as he could." 

XVIII. Caesar perceived by this speech of 
Liscus, that Dumnorix, the brother of Divitiacus, 
was pointed at ; but because he did not incline 
those things should be talked of in the presence 
of many, he immediately dismisses the council, 
and retains Liscus. He asks him apart about 
those things, which he had said in the meeting. 
He tells him the story with greater freedom, and 
more assurance; he inquires about the same 
things privately at others, and finds them to be 
true : That this was Dumnorix, a man of great 
spirit, in high favour with IW ^fecr^^ q,w '?i>R,^'5i*^:sj55- 
of his generosity^ fond oi a.TeNo\\>XA«w, ^sxA"^^^ 
had farmed at a low late ^ot ^^n^v^ -^^^^^ "^ 
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customs, and all the other taxes of the ^dui : 
because that, when he was bidding for them, 
nobody dare bid in opposition to him. By 
this means he had both increased his private 
fortune, and acquired a great deal of wealth 
to serve the purposes of bribery; he con- 
stantly maintained a great number of horsemen 
at his own charge, and kept them about him : 
nor waa his influence great only at home, but 
also among the neighbouring states, and for the 
sake of promoting his interest, he had married 
his mother among the Bituriges, to a man of very 
high birth and great power there ; he himself had 
his wife from among the Helvetii: and had 
married his sister by the mother's side, and his 
kinswomen, into other states. He favoured and 
wished well to the Helvetii, on account of this 
affinity : he hated Caesar and the Romans, even 
on his own account ; because by their arrival in 
Gaul his power was lessened, and his brother 
Divitiacus restored to his former place of favour 
and dignity. If any thing disastrous should 
happen to the Romans, he would have the highest 
expectation of obtaining a throne by means of the 
Helvetii: whereas under the government of the 
Roman people he not only despaired of a throne 
but even of keeping the authority which he 
had. Caesar also found, that when the ca- 
valry battle was lost a few days before, the 
beginning of the flight had been made by Dum- 
norix and his horse ; (for Dumnorix com- 
manded the horse which the ^dui V\aA. seivV 
^ Caesar for his assistance) and tlciat by XXiw 
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flying off, the rest of the cavalry had been ter- 
rified. 

XIX. Which things being examined into, and 
to these presumptions there being added some 
very certain facts ; namely, that he had brought 
the Helve tii through the country of the Sequani; 
that he had caused mutual hostages to be given ; 
that he had done all this not only without 
Caesar's order and that of the state, but even 
without their knowledge ; and that he was blamed 
by Liscus, the chief magistrate of the iEdui ; 
Caesar thought this sufficient reason why he 
should either inflict punishment upon him him- 
self, or order the state to bring him to a trial. 
One thing stood in the way of all this ; namely, 
that he had had proof of the firm attachment of 
his brother Divitiacus to the Roman people, of 
his great affection toward himself, of his singular 
fidelity, justice, and moderation ; for he was 
afraid, lest, by punishing him, he should alienate 
the affection of Divitiacus. Wherefore Caesar, 
before he would attempt any thing, orders Divi- 
tiacus to be called, and, setting aside his ordi- 
nary interpreters, holds a conference with him, 
by means of C. Valerius Procillus, a grandee of 
the Roman province of Gaul, his intimate ac- 
quaintance, and in whom he reposed the highest 
confidence in everything ; Caesar at once puts him 
in mind of what had been said concerning Dum- 
norix, whilst Divitiacus himself was present, in 
the council of the Gauls, and informs him what 
every one apart had savd \.o \vvhv ^^njJv. \^ssv* 
He begs, and entreats, tYial, vjVCcvoxiX. ci*&fc^v^^^^ 
bim, be might either pasa seTv\.e?i\c.^ \x^Qrc^^>^^ 
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himself, after bringing him to a trial, or order the 
state of the ^Edui to do it. 

XX. Divitiaeus embracing Caesar, began to 
entreat with many tears, that he would not resolve 
upon anything severe against his brother : saying, 
*< that he knew those things to be true ; and that 
nobody felt more affliction on that account than 
himself: in regard that Dumnorix had grown 
great by his means, when he by his interest was 
very powerful both in his own country, and in 
the rest of Gaul, (and Dumnorix, by reason of his 
youth, very little.) And, although he used this 
power and strength not only to lessen his repu- 
tation, but in a manner to his destruction ; yet 
he was moved both with fraternal affection, and 
the people's opinion. For if any thing severe 
should befal him from Caesar, as he held such a 
place of friendship with him, there was nobody 
but would suppose that it had been done with his 
consent ; by which means it would come to pass, 
that the affections of all Gaul would be alienated 
from him." As he was begging this of Caesar in 
many words with tears, Caesar takes him by the 
right hand ; and comforting him, desires him to 
make an end of requesting ; tells him his interest 
with him was sogreat, that at his desire and entreaty 
he would pardon both the injury done the com- 
monwealth, and his own afiront. He summons 
Dumnorix before him, brings in his brother; 
shews him what he blamed in him ; lays before 
him what intelligence he had got, and what his 
countrymen complained of: advises Yv\m to viovd 
^suspicions for the time to come i teWs Yi\mV^ 
pardoned what wb.s past for the sake oi \vi» >aTC 
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ther Divitiacus. He sets spies over Dumnorix : 
that he might know what he did, and with whom 
he conversed. 

XXI. The same day, being informed by his 
scouts that the enemy had encamped under a 
hill, eight miles from his camp, be sent out some 
to observe what the situation of the hill was, and 
what sort of ascent it had on all sides. Word 
was brought back that it was easy. About the 
third watch, he ordered his lieutenant as praetor 
T. Labienus, to ascend to the highest ridge of the 
mountain with two legions, and those as guides 
who had spied* out the road, and tells him what 
his design was. He himself about the fourth 
watch taking the same road, by which the enemy 
had gone, marches on toward them ; and sends 
all the cavalry before him. P. Considius, who 
was reputed very well skilled in military affairs, 
and who had been in the army of L. Sulla, and 
afterwards in that of M. Crassus, is sent forward 
with the scouts, i 

XXII. About the dawning of the day, when 
now the top of the hill was taken possession of 
by T. Labienus, and Caesar himself was distant 
from the enemy's camp not above a mile and a 
half; and neither his approach, nor that of La- 
bienus, was perceived by the enemy, as he 
learned afterwards from the prisoners; Consi- 
dius, at full gallop, comes riding up to him ; 
tells him the hill which he had ordered to be 
seized by Labienus, was taken possession of by 
the enemy : this he had ^co\etfe^ ^^wsl "^^^ 
Gallic arms and ensigns : C«fcs«j: ^^^^ ^"^ ^^ 

forces to the next hill •, and ioxms VJwyssv Vo^ 
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battle order. Labienus, as he was ordered by 
Ceesar, not to enter upon battle, unless his forces 
were observed near the enemy's camp, that an 
attack might be made upon the enemy from all 
sides at the same time, sLfter taking possession of 
the hill, waited for our men, and refrained from 
fighting. At length when the day was far ad- 
vanced, Ceesar had intelligence by his scouts, 
both that the hill was seized upon by his men> 
and that the Helvetii had decamped, and that 
Considius, dismayed with fear, had reported to him 
as seen what he had not seen. This day Ceesar 
follows the enemy at the distance at which he 
was wont to follow, and at night pitches his camp 
three miles from their camp. 

XXIII. The next day, as there remained only 
two days to the time when he would be obliged 
to deliver out corn to the army ; and as he was 
not above eighteen miles from Bibracte, which is 
by far the greatest and most opulent city of the 
^dui, he thought proper to look out for provisions: 
he directs his march away from the Helvetii, and 
proceeds to go to Bibracte. This is notified to 
the enemy by some deserters from L. iEmilius, 
a Captain of the Gallic horse. The Helvetii, 
whether because they imagined that the Romans, 
being terrified, marched off from them, and this the 
rather, as they had not ventured an engagement 
the day before, when possessed of the higher 
ground ; or because they hoped we might be cut 
off from provisions, changing their resolution, 

and altering their march, began to pvxtsu^e «^\id 
attack our men in the rear. 

-^^^K Ceesar, after he perceives tViVs, ^t^w^ 
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off his forces to the next hill ; and sent the 
cavalry to make head against the assaults of the 
enemy. In the mean time he formed three lines, 
consisting of four veteran legions, on the middle 
of the hill ; in such manner, that, above himself, 
upon the summit of the hill, he might post the 
two legions, which^he had lately raised in Hither 
Gaul, and all the auxiliaries; and ordered the 
whole hill to be covered with his men, and the 
baggage in the mean time to be brought together 
into one place, and it to be guarded by those who 
had their station in the upper line. The Hel- 
vetii coming up with all their waggons, gathered 
their baggage into one place, and after having 
repulsed, in a very close body, our cavalry, they 
formed themselves into a phalanx, and advanced 
towards our first line. 

XXV. Caesar, having removed out of sight 
first his own horse, and then the horses of all the 
rest, that, upon making the danger of all equal, 
he might cut off all hopes of escape, after encou- 
raging his men, joined battle. The Roman 
soldiers casting their darts from the rising ground, 
easily broke the phalanx of the enemy. This 
being broken, they made a brisk attack upon them 
sword in hand. It was a great incumbrance to the 
Gauls in fighting, that when many of their targets 
were pierced through and pinned together by a 
single shower of the darts, as the iron had bowed, 
theJ^Mild neither pull them out, nor fight con- 
^enilHtly enough, whilst their left hand was en- 
' tangled : insomuch that many, after tossm^ttiaw 
arm a long time, chose ratter to ^xcy^ n!^^ \ax%^v 
out of their hand and fight \v\t\v t\\ftvc \i^^^ xixvo.^- 
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vered. At length, worn out with wounds, they 
began to retreat, and, as there was a hill about a 
mile off, to betake themselves to it. The hill 
being taken and our men following them, the 
Boji and Tulingi, who, being about fifteen thou- 
sand men, lagged behind the enemy's army, and 
were a guard to their rear, attacking our men in 
the open flank upon the march, surrounded them, 
and the Helvetii, who had retreated to the hill, 
observing this, began again to make assaults and 
renew the fight. The Romans in two divisions 
advance their ensigns, that were now turned 
about, to the end that the first and second line 
might make head against those that had been 
baffled, and beat off the field ; and that the third 
might encounter those that came upon them. 

XXVI. Whereupon they fought in dubious 
battle, a long time, and with great bravery. 
But when they could not any longer bear the 
furious charge of our soldiers, one part of them 
retreated, as they had done at first, to the hill ; 
another betook themselves to the baggage and 
their waggons. For during the whole battle, 
though they fought from the seventh hour till 
the evening, no man could see his enemy turn 
his back. The fight was maintained also at the 
carriages during a great part of the night : for as 
they had set up their waggons by way of ram- 
part, they both cast their darts from the rising 
ground upon our men as they came up, and some 
of them pushed pikes and lances through between 
the cars and wheels, and wounded our men. 
After they bad fought a long time, owt meiv 
became masters of their baggage and lYieVt ca.m^< 
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There the daughter and one of the sons of Orge- 
torix, were taken prisoners. After this battle 
there remained of the enemy about one hundred 
and thirty thousand men ; and they marched 
incessantly the whole night, and arrived the 
fourth day upon the confines of the Lingones, 
having discontinued their march no part of the 
night ; whereas our men, tarrying three days, 
both because of the soldiers' wounds, and for the 
burial of the slain, could not pursue them. Caesar 
sent a letter and messengers to the Lingones, 
with orders, " that they should not supply them 
with corn, or any thing else : and, if they did 
supply them, he would treat them and the Hel- 
vetii alike." After an interval of three days, he 
began to follow them with all his forces. 

XXVII. The Helvetii, pressed by the want of 
every thing, sent ambassadors to him to treat 
about a surrender, and, after they had met him 
upon the road, and had prostrated themselves at 
his feet, and, addressing him in an humble man- 
ner, had with tears desired peace, and he had 
ordered them to wait his arrival in the place 
where they then were, they obeyed. After Caesar 
came up, he demanded hostages, their arms, and 
the slaves who had deserted to them. Whilst 
these are seeking out, and getting together, a 
night intervening, about six thousand men be- 
longing to the canton which is called Urbigenus, 
whether discouraged with fear, lest, after giving 
up their arms they should be put to death, or 
buoyed up with hopes of escaping, because they 
imagined in such a multitwde oi ^^o^*^ %\sk^<s3^- 
dering tliemselveay their ft\^\\t m\^\. «v5^^^ ^"^ 
concealed, or not be known at A^> ^^^^^ "^"^"^ 
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the camp of the Helvetii in the beginning of the 
night, made the best of their way toward the 
Rhine and the confines of the Germans. 

XXVIII. Which when Caesar came to know, 
he ordered those through whose country they 
had travelled, to search them out, and bring 
them back, if they inclined to be acquitted by 
him ; and when brought back, he ranked them 
among the number of his enemies ; all the rest, 
upon their delivering the hostages, their arms, 
and tiie deserters, he admitted to a surrender. 
He commanded the Helvetii, the Tulingi, and 
the Latobrigi, to return into their own country, 
from whence they had come ; and, as there was 
nothing at home, whereby they might keep 
themselves from starving, all the fruits of the 
ground being destroyed, he ordered the Allo- 
broges to furnish them with corn ; and com- 
manded themselves to rebuild the towns and 
villages which they had burnt. This he did 
chiefly for this reason, because he did not incline 
that the country, out of which the Helvetii had 
gone, should be empty, lest the Germans, who 
dwelt beyond the Rhine, on account of the rich- 
ness of the soil, should come over from their 
own country, to the country of the Helvetii ; and 
be next neighbours to the Roman province in 
Gaul, and to the Allobroges. Upon a request 
made by the ^Edui for leave to settle the Boji in 
their country, because they were a people well 
known for extraordinary valour, he granted the 
petition ; to whom they assigned lands ; and 
fvJwm afterwards they admitted Into t\\e a«tm^ 
^^z?/^;, as to law and liberty, wit\\ themseXves. 
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XXIX. In the camp of the Helvetii, tablets 
written in Greek were found, and brought to 
Caesar ; in which tablets was made out in parti- 
cular a catalogue, shewing what number of them 
had come from home, what ones were able to 
bear arms; and likewise separately the boys, the 
old men, and the women. Of all which lists the 
sum was, of the Helvetii 263,000 ; of the Tulingi 
36,000; of the Latobrigi 14,000; of the Rauraci 
23,000 ; and of the Boji 32,000. Among these 
there were about 92,000 that were able to carry 
arms. The total amount of all was about 
368,000. Upon a review made, as Csesar had 
ordered, of those who returned home, there was 
found the number of 110,000. 

XXX. The war with the Helvetii being ended, 
deputies from almost all parts of Gaul, being 
the grandees of the states, waited upon Csesar 
to congratulate him upon his success. Saying, 
**that they were sensible, that though, on account 
of former injuries committed by the Helvetii 
against the Roman people, he had taken ven- 
geance upon them by the war, yet this had fallen 
out no less for the interest of the. country of 
Gaul, than of the Roman people : in regard that 
the Helvetii had left their own homes, when in 
very flourishing circumstances, with a design to 
make war upon all Gaul, and seize upon the 
government thereof, and, out of a great variety, 
to choose for their habitation the place which 
they should judge the most convenient and most 
fpuitfuJ in aU Gaul, and to mak^Wv^ Q\!^<et ^\»^<«5. 
their tributaries." They desired V)aa^. "Ocv^l xww^"^ 

be allowed to summon, ag\uTVttt a cetV-^wv ^^-^ 



^^ 
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assembly of all the states of Gaul, and to do this 
by Caesar's permission ; " for they had some 
things, which they inclined to request of him by 
the general agreement of the states." This desire 
being granted, they appointed a day for the 
assembly, and obliged themselves by an oath, 
that no one but those to whom the business was 
committed by common consent, should disclose 
the design of their meeting. 

XXXI. This assembly being broken up, the 
same grandees of the states, who formerly had 
been with Caesar, returned to him, and desired 
that they might be allowed to treat secretly 
with him in private, upon an affair concerning 
his own safety, and that of all the others. This 
request being obtained, they prostrated them- 
selves all in tears at Caesar's feet ; saying, ** that 
they were no less urgent and pressing, that what 
they said might not be disclosed, than they were 
to obtain the things which they were to request : 
because, if it should be divulged, they foresaw 
that they would be reduced to the last degree of 
misery." Divitiacus the iEduan spoke for them : 
and represented, *' that there were two factions 
in all Gaul : that the iEdui headed one of them, 
and the Arverni the other. When they had 
contended with great keenness, for many years 
betwixt themselves, for the superiority, the con- 
sequence was, that the Germans were called in 
for hire by the Arverni and the Sequani. At 
first about fifteen thousand of them had crossed 
the Rhine: hut after these savage and barbarous 
/People fell in love with the country oi WveO^cvA^* 
^^d their way of living, and theu we«\\\v, moxe 
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of them had been drawn over : that now there 
was to the number of 120,000 of them in Gaul : 
with these the ^dui and their dependants had 
disputed by force of arms once and again, but 
being worsted had received a great discomfiture, 
had lost all their nobility, their whole senate, and 
all their cavalry. And that by these wars and mis- 
fortunes, they being brought low, who, both by 
their own interest, and by the friendship and favour 
of the Roman people, had borne a very great sway 
formerly in Gaul, were now forced to deliver up 
the persons of best quality in their country, 
as hostages to the Sequani, and obliged the state 
by an oatb, that they should neither re-demand 
the hostages, nor pray assistance from the Roman 
people, nor refuse to continue for ever under 
their authority and government. That he him- 
self was the only man of the whole country of the 
^dui who could not be persuaded either to take 
the oath, or deliver his children for hostages. 
For this reason he fled from his country, and 
had come to Rome to the Senate, to desire their 
assistance, as being the only person tied up 
neither by oath nor hostages. But a worse fate 
had befallen the victorious Sequani, than the 
vanquished ^Edui : because that Ariovistus, king 
of the Germans, had settled in their country, and 
seized upon a third part of the land belonging 
to the Sequani, which was the best of all Gaul, 
and was now ordering the Sequani to remove out 
of another third part : because, a few months 
ago 24,000 of the people c«\\^^ '^^axxi.^'&^^^saw^ 
come over to him, for w\\om \axi^% wv^ T^^^^'ewe*- 
eions were to be provided. IV vJO^^^ ^^^'^ "^^ 



28 Cesar's wabs in gaul. [book 

pass within a few years that all the natives would 
be banished out of the territories of Gaul, and 
all the Germans would cross the Rhine : for the 
Gallic soil was not to be compared with the soil 
of the Germans, nor the way of living of the 
latter to be matched with that of the former. 
And that Ariovistus, when once he had defeated 
the forces of the Gauls in the battle which was 
fought at Magetobria, domineered in an insolent 
and cruel manner, demanded the children of 
every nobleman as hostages, and upon them 
shewed all the instances of barbarity and torture, 
if any thing was not done according to his will 
or pleasure. That he was a man savage, pas- 
sionate, and rash : that his yoke could not any 
longer be endured ; unless there was some aid to 
be found in Csesar and the Roman people, all 
the Gauls must do the same thing that the Hel- 
vetii had done, that is, leave their country, and 
seek out another habitation, and other posses- 
sions at a distance from the Germans ; and try 
their fortune whatever should happen* If these 
things he had said should be told to Ariovistus, 
he made no doubt but he would take the most 
severe revenge on all the hostages that were 
with him. That Csesar, either by his own repu- 
tation and that of his army, or by the fame of 
his late victory, or the name of the Roman people, 
might deter him from bringing any more of the 
Germans over the Rhine, and might protect all 
Gaul from the tyranny of Ariovistus." 
XXXIL This speech being delivered by Divi- 
tlacus, all, who were present, began to beg «kSmV- 
^ace of Caesar with many tears. Caesat o\>&exve^ 
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I at of all present, the Sequani alone did none of 
lose things which the rest did ; but full of sor- 
>w, with drooping heads, looked toward the 
round. And wondering what the reason of this 
ight be, he inquired at themselves. The Se- 
Liani made no reply, but continued silent in the 
ime disconsolate condition. After he had 
tquired at them several times, and could not 
ttort any answer at all, the same Divitiacus the 
Dduan replied, *' That in this respect the* case of 
16 Sequani was more wretched and dismal than 
lat of the rest : because they dare not so much 

I complain when alone in private, nor implore 
ssistance ; and dreaded the cruelty of Ariovistus 
hen absent, as if he were present before them ; 
>r that others had the liberty at least to fly for 
: but every kind of cruel usage must be 
idured by the Sequani, who had received Ario- 
Istus into their country, and whose cities were 

II in his power," 

XXXIII. After hearing these grievances, Ceesar 
ith words of comfort cheered the spirits of the 
rauls : and promised, '* that this affair should be 
ikell care of by him : that he had great hopes 
lat Ariovistus, moved both by his acts of kind- 
Bss and authority, would put an end to such 
ppression. After making this speech, he di»- 
lissed the council. And in consequence of these 
>mplaints, many other things inclined him to 
link, that this aifair ought to be considered and 
Qdertaken by him ; first, because he saw that 
le ^dui, who had been often honoured with the 
ties of brethren and couams \i^ \\v^ %^\i^^fc^^«^^ 
pt in slavery and under ftv)W^e,Q\Vwv v^ '^^ 
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Germans : and he understood that their hostages 
were in the custody of Ariovistus and the Sequani : 
which, considering the great power of the Roman 
people, he thought a scandal both upon himself 
and the commonwealth. And for the Germans 
to get a custom of crossing the Rhine by degrees, 
and great numbers of them coming into Gaul, he 
perceived was dangerous to the Roman state : 
nor could he imagine these fierce and barbarous 
people would restrain themselves to bounds, but, 
after they had seized upon all Gaul, would break 
in upon the province, and after that march for 
Italy, as the Cimbri and Teuton! had done 
before ; especially since nothing but the Rhone 
divided the Sequani from our province: which 
events he thought he should prevent with all 
possible speed. And Ariovistus himself had as- 
sumed so much pride, and so much arrogance^ 
ihat he appeared to be insufferable. 

XXXIV. Wherefore he thought proper to send 
ambassadors to Ariovistus, to desire of him, 
" that he would appoint some place of a middle 
situation between them for a conference : that he 
wanted to treat with him about a public affair, 
and things of the highest importance to them 
both." To this embassy Ariovistus replied : " If 
he had had occasion for any thing from Ceesar, 
he would have waited upon him ; and, if Caesar 
wanted any thing from him, he must come to 
him. And further, that he dare neither come 
into those parts of Gaul, which Csesar had pos- 
session of, without an army, nor could he bring 
tog-ether an army into one place w\t\\o\x\. ^te«iX. 
Gxpence and trouble ; but it appeared slr^iv^^ to 
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him, what business either Csesar or even the 
Roman, people could have in his part of Gaul, 
which he had subdued by war.** 

XXXV. This answer being brought to Caesar, 
Ceesar again dispatches ambassadors to him with 
the following instructions: " Since after being 
treated with so much kindness by himself and 
the Roman people, (for in his consulship he had 
been honoured with the title of king and ally by 
the senate,) he made this return to him and the 
Roman people, that he grudged coming to an 
interview when desired, and did not think himself 
obliged to advise and concert a matter of common 
concern : the things, which he was to require of 
him, were these : first, that he should not bring 
any more people over the Rhine into Gaul ; and 
next, that he should restore the hostages, which 
he had from the iEdui ; and grant to the Sequani, 
that they might be allowed to restore to them, by 
his permission, those which they had ; that he 
should not molest the JEdui by oppression ; nor 
make war upon them or their allies. If accord- 
ingly he should do this, he and the Roman people 
would be in constant amity and friendship with 
him. If this he did not obtain, (since the senate, 
in the consulship of M. Messala and M. Piso, 
had decreed, that whoever had Gaul for their 
province, should protect the iEdui and the other 
allies of the Roman people, as far as he could do 
it in consistency with the interest of the com- 
monwealth,) he would not overlook the injuries 
done the ^Edui." 

XXXVL To this Ariovistvxs te^\\^^x ''" \v.n^^^^ 
the law ofurms^ that they vf\io coxvc^^ex^^-j^svv^ 
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govern those whom they had conquered, in what 
manner they pleased : and that the Roman people 
used to govern those they had vanquished, not 
by the direction of others, but according to their 
own pleasure. If he had not given directions to 
the Roman people, how they should tise their 
right, he ought not to be disturbed by the Roman 
people in his right. That the ^Edui, because they 
had tried the fortune of war, and had coped with 
him at arms, and had been conquered, were 
become tributaries to him. That Ceesar was 
doing great injustice, who by his coming into 
Gaul, would injure his revenue* That he would 
not restore to the ^dui their hostages : he would 
make war neither upon them nor their allies un- 
justly, that is, if they continued in the perfor- 
mance of that, which had been agreed upon, and 
paid their tribute yearly; if they did not do this, 
their being called brethren, or the Roman people, 
should be of little service to them. As to Caesar's 
having signified to him, that he would not over- 
look the injuries done to the Mdm ; he let him 
know, that none had ever contended with him 
but to their own destruction. He might engage, 
when he pleased : he should find, what the invin- 
cible Germans, that were well exercised in arms, 
and who had not come under a roof these four- 
teen years, could do in point of valour." 

XXXVII. At one and the same time this 

answer was brought to Ceesar ; and deputies 

arrived from the iEdui and from the Treviri. 

The Mdm cfime to complain, that the Harudes, 

who bad lately been transported into GaxA^^er^ 

^^ij^Inff waste their country ; and that tV\e>j eo>M 
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not purchase peace from Ariovistus even by 
giving hostages. And the Treviri came to inform 
him that one hundred cantons of the Suevi had 
encamped upon the banks of the Rhine, and were 
endeavouring to cross the Rhine ; and that two 
brothers, Nasua and Cimherius, commanded 
them. At which news Ceesar being greatly 
alarmed, thought proper to make all dispatch, lest, 
if this new body of the Suevi joined themselves 
with the old forces of Ariovistus, they should 
less easily be withstood. Wherefore having pro- 
vided corn with all the haste he could, he hastened 
by great marches towards Ariovistus. 

XXXVIII. When he had marched three days, 
word was brought him, that Ariovistus was gone 
with all his forces to take possession of Vesontio, 
which is the greatest city belonging to the Se- 
quani, and that he was advanced three days 
journey from his own territories. Caesar thought 
it highly concerned him to lise all precaution, 
that this might not happen. For in this city 
there was great store of all things that were 
necessary for war, and it was so fortified by the 
situation of the place, that it afforded great 
convenience for protracting the war; because 
the river Dubis, as if led about with a pair of 
compasses, surrounds almost the whole city : a 
mountain of a considerable height fences the 
remaining space, which is not above six hundred 
feet, where the river ceases, and that in such a 
manner that the banks of the river reach the 
roots of the mountain on both sides. A vf^ll 
drawn round this mountam ioTXXv^ ^. Qi\V5>.\<5v^'»sv^ 
unites it with the town. H\t\veT C»%^^ V'a&Vev^'s»\ss^ 
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great marches night and day: and taking posses- 
sion of the city, places a garrison in it. 

XXXIX. Whilst he stays a few days at 
Vesontio, on account of corn and provisions, 
upon our men inquiring about the enemy, and 
by the reports of the Gauls, and merchants, who 
said the Germans were of a huge stature of body, 
of prodigious courage, and experience in war, 
that often they, upon engaging with them, had 
not been able to bear even their looks, and the 
fierceness of their eyes : such a panic on a 
sudden seized the whole army, that it not a little 
discomposed the mind and spirits of all. This 
first took rise among some military tribunes, 
officers, and others, who, having attended Caesar, 
out of compliment, from the city Rome, now 
deplored the great danger they thought them- 
selves in, because they had no great experience 
in military afiairs. Of whom some, alleging 
different reasons, which they pretended were 
pressing upon them to be gone, petitioned that 
they might be allowed to depart by his permis- 
sion : some, moved by shame, to avoid the im- 
putation of cowardice, staid still. These how- 
ever could neither put on cheerful looks, nor 
sometimes restrain tears : but either shut up in 
their tents bewailed their destiny, or with their 
comrades lamented the common danger. Gene- 
rally throughout the whole camp, wills were 
signed. And through the whisperings and cow- 
ardice of these, by degrees even they, who had 
S^reat experience in the camp, both soldiers and 
centurions, and they who commanded t\ic cavaXry, 
^Grej?utintogrea,t confusion. Andt\i08e amo\i^%V. 
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them, who inclined to be thought less daunted, 
* pretended they were not afraid of the enemy, but 
of the narrow passes of the way, and the vast 
woods that lay betwixt them and Ariovistus, or 
doubted, as to provision, whether it could con- 
veniently enough be conveyed to them. And some 
insinuated to Caesar, that upon his giving order 
to decamp, and advance the ensigns, the soldiers 
would not obey orders, nor, by reason of their 
fear, advance the standards. 

XL. After he observed this, calling a council 
of war, and admitting to this council the cen- 
turions of every rank, he severely reprimanded 
them : " First, because they had presumed to 
inquire or conjecture, whither, or upon what 
design, they were led out. He told them that 
Ariovistus, during his consulship, had most ear- 
nestly courted the friendship of the Roman 
people. And why should any one imagine he 
would go off from his duty in such a rash manner? 
For his part he was persuaded, were his demands 
understood by Ariovistus, and the equity of the 
proposals considered, he would slight neither his 
friendship nor that of the Roman people. And 
if hurried on by fury and madness he should 
make war, what had they to be afraid of? Why 
should they despair either of their own bravery, 
or of his activity ? That trial had been made of 
this enemy in the memory of our fathers, when, 
upon the defeat of the Cimbri and Teutoni by C. 
Marius, the army appeared to have deserved no 
less praise than the generaV \i\uv%^^% ^xvss^V'i^^ 
been made a/so lately in lta\y, d\3LT\w^Xicv^Sxv%\i:^- 
rectiona of the slaves ; whom\>^ XXveX^^^^^^^^^'^' 
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tice and discipline, which they had learned from 
us, had somewhat improved : from whence might 
be gathered, what a mighty advantage perseve- 
rance carried in it : because that, whom unarmed 
they had been in dread of for some time without 
reason, these they afterwards had conquered 
when armed, and flushed with success : in fine, 
that these were the same, with whom the Helvetii 
had often engaged, and whom they had fre- 
quently vanquished, not only in their own 
country, but also in theirs, who yet could not be 
a match for our army. If the unfortunate battle 
and defeat of the Gauls startled any of them, 
these, if they inquired, would find that Ariovistus, 
after the Gauls were wearied with the long con- 
tinuance of the war, when for several months he 
had kept himself within the camp and the fens, 
and had given no opportunity of battle, suddenly 
attacking them, by this time despairing of an 
engagement, and depressed, had conquered more 
by policy and stratagem, than by courage. For 
which method there might be room in a war 
against a barbarous and unskilful people ; but even 
Ariovistus himself did not expect our army could 
be trepanned in this way. Those who ascribed 
their fear to the pretence about provisions, and 
the narrow passes of the road, behaved inso- 
lently : as they seemed either to despair of their 
general's acting his part, or to offer him direc- 
tions. These things should be his care ; the 
Sequam, the Leuci, and the Lingones, were to 
/urnish corn: and by this time lYve cotti w^oti IVmb 
^eJds was ripe : as to the road, lYiemsdve% ^w^^ 
be judges in a short time. As to \\\<i te^^*^^'^^^^ 
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the soldiers would not obey his orders, nor 
advance the standards, he was no way disturbed 
with that matter, for he well knew to whomsoever 
an army had refused obedience, the reason had 
been, that either, upon his mismanaging affairs, 
fortune had failed him ; or upon the discovery of 
some crime, his avarice had been made evident ; 
as to himself, his integrity had been demon- 
strated in the whole tenor of his life, and his 
good fortune in the war with the Helvetii. 
Wherefore he would immediately execute, what 
he once designed to have put off to a more dis- 
tant day, and would decamp next night, about 
the fourth watch, that he might as soon as pos- 
sible understand, whether shame and regard to 
duty, or cowardice, had the ascendant among 
them. And though none else should attend him, 
yet he would march with the tenth legion only, 
of which he had no distrust, and it should be his 
life-guard." Caesar had both chiefly favoured 
this legion, and because of their bravery, put the 
greatest trust in them. 

XLI. After the delivery of this speech, the 
minds of all were in a strange manner altered, 
and the greatest cheerfulness and fondness for 
going on with the war was produced : and first 
the tenth legion returned him thanks by their 
tribunes, because he had expressed a very good 
opinion of them ; and assured him that they 
were most ready to prosecute the war. Then the 
rest of the legions endeavoured to apologize to 
Caesar by their tribunes, and the C^wtwcv^v^^s. o^ 
the Brat rank : protesting, tW^ V-jA w^m^^V^'^v- 
tated, nor been under an^ teT\OT, wore V^^vsjc^-* 
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gined that the forming a judgment with respect to 
the management of the war was their part, but 
belonged to their general. Their apology being 
admitted, and the road surveyed by Divitiacus, 
because of all others he put the greatest confi- 
dence in him, and report being made, that by 
fetching a compass of somewhat more than fifty 
miles he might lead his army through an open 
country, he marched out, as he had said, about 
the fourth watch. Upon the seventh day, not 
having stopped in his march, he was informed by 
his scouts, that Ariovistus' army was distant from 
ours only twenty-four miles. 

XLII. Upon getting notice of Caesar's ap- 
proach, Ariovistus dispatches ambassadors to 
him: to acquaint him, that what formerly he had 
been requiring with respect to a conference, 
might for his part be done, since he was come 
nearer: and he thought he might now do it with- 
out danger. Ceesar did not reject the ofier : and 
imagined he was now come to a right temper ; 
since of his own accord he ofiered that which 
formerly he had refused upon request ; and was 
in great hopes, considering his own great favours 
and those of the Roman people toward him, that it 
would come to pass, that, after pondering his 
demands, he would desist from his obstinacy. 
The fifth day after this was appointed as the day 
for the interview. In the mean time, as messen- 
gers passed frequently to and fro betwixt them, 
Ariovistus desired that Ceesar would not bring 
any infantry to the conference ; for he was afraid 
/a^/ Ae should he surrounded IreacYieToxxA^ \i^ 
^Aew : that both of them should come ewiotX.^^ 
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with a few cavalry ; and that he would not come 
upon other terms. Caesar, because he neither 
wished the conference to be set aside for the 
alleged reason, nor did he dare to trust the safety 
of his person to the cavalry of the Gauls, thought 
the most convenient way was, to turn the Gallic 
riders off all the horses^ and to mount them with 
the soldiers of the tenth legion, in whom he 
placed the greatest confidence ; that he might 
have the most friendly guard if there should be 
any occasion for action. And when this was 
done, one of the soldiers of the tenth legion said 
not unwittingly, " That Caesar did more for 
them than he had promised : he had promised to 
use the tenth legion in place of a praetorian 
cohort : but now he remodelled them into 
cavalry." 

XLHI. There was a spacious plain, and in it 
a pretty large mound of earth. This place was 
nearly at an equal distance from either camp. 
Thither, as had been agreed, they repaired to the 
conference. Caesar posted the legion which he 
had brought up, mounted on horses, two hundred 
paces from this mound: the cavalry of Ariovistus 
also stopped at an equal distance. Ariovistus pro- 
posed that they should discourse on horseback, 
and that, besides themselves, they should bring 
each ten persons to the conference. When they 
were come to the place, Caesar in the beginning 
of his speech recounted his own and the senate's 
acts of kindness towards him : "That by the 
senate he had been honoured 'wyXXv \>cve. "CvCSft. ^ 
kingf and iHend, and that \eT>j \ioxvw«^^^ ^^Xss 
senttf bad been sent him. •. -wVvcJtv w^^^^^"^*^ "^^^ 
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him, happened but to few, and used to be be- 
stowed for men's signal deserts ; that he had 
obtained these honours, through his and the 
senate's favour and bounty, when he had neither 
access nor just grounds to require them. He 
shewed him also what ancient and what just 
grounds of alliance were betwixt them and the 
iEdui : what, how many, and how honourable 
decrees of the senate had been made in their 
favour: how at all times the Mdui had had the 
chief sway in all Gaul, even before they had 
courted our friendship. That it was the manner 
of the Roman people to be desirous that their 
allies and friends should not only lose nothing of 
what they had, but should increase in interest, 
reputation, and honour. But who could endure, 
that that should be forced from them, which, till 
their alliance with the Roman people, they had 
possessed? After this he demanded the same 
things, which he had given in charge to his am- 
bassadors, that he should not make war either 
upon the Mdui or their allies ; that he should 
restore their hostages ; if he could send back no 
part of the Germans to their own home, at least 
he should not suffer any more to cross the 
Rhine." 

XLIV. Ariovistus made little answer to Caesar's 

demands ; but enlarged much on his own virtues ; 

saying, " he had crossed the Rhine not of his 

own accord, but being asked and called by the 

Gauls : that he had left his home and relations 

J7o^ without high expectations, and great rewards 

o^eredhim; tliat he had his possession \xi CjwA 

granted him by the Gauls themseVves •, ^«X. VNwi 
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hostages had been delivered by their own desire ; 
that by the right of war he levied a tribute, which 
conquerors had been accustomed to impose upon 
the vanquished ; that he had not made war upon 
the Gauls, but the Gauls upon him : that all the 
states of Gaul had come to attack him, and had 
formed a camp in opposition to him: that all 
these forces had been routed and overthrown by 
him in one battle. If they had a mind to make 
another trial, he was ready to engage them a 
second time ; if they inclined to enjoy peace, it 
was wrong to refuse payment of the tribute, which 
till this time they had paid cheerfully. That the 
friendship of the Roman people ought to be his 
honour and security, not his disadvantage : and 
that he had courted it in this view. If by means 
of the Roman people his tribute should be dis- 
continued, and those who had submitted to him 
be withdrawn from their allegiance, he would no 
less heartily renounce the friendship of the Ro- 
man people, than he had sought it. As to his 
transporting a number of Germans into Gaul, he 
did this with a design to secure himself, and not 
to invade Gaul ; an evidence of this was, that he 
had not come but upon invitation, and that he 
had not raised a war, but warded it off. That he 
had come into Gaul before the Roman people : 
that the army of the Roman people had never 
before this time gone beyond the bounds of their 
Gallic province. What could they mean ? Why 
did they encroach upon his possessions ? This 
part of Gaul was his provvuc^^ ^'a ^^ ^^"C^NKt «^css^* 



As liberty ought not to V»e ^Ci^^^^^^^ 
would make an attack upon o\xt V^Trt\a^v^^% 
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likewise were unjust, who could disturb him in 
the possession of his right. As to his alleging 
that the iEdui had been dignified with the title of 
brethren by the senate ; he was not so wild, nor 
so unacquainted with the world, as not to know, 
that the iEdui had neither carried aid to the 
Romans, in their last war with the AUobroges, 
nor had they made use of the assistance of the 
Roman people in those broils, which theiEdui had 
among themselves and with the Sequani. He 
had ground to suspect, that Caesar, after pre- 
tending friendship, as he had an army in Gaul, 
kept it there on purpose to ruin him. And unless 
he departed, and withdrew his army from these 
quarters, he would not takoJiiniribr a friend, but 
for an enemy : and if he should murder him, he 
would do an acceptable piece of service to many 
of the nobility and great men among the Roman 
people : this he had an assurance of from them- 
selves by their messengers ; all whose favour and 
friendship he could purchase by his death. But 
if he would depart, and give up the free posses- 
sion of Gaul to him, he would gratify him with 
a considerable reward, and whatever wars he in- 
clined should be carried on, he would finish them 
without any trouble and danger to him." 

XLV. Many things were advanced by Csesar 

on this head, shewing " why he could not desist 

from his resolution, and that neither his own 

custom nor that of the Roman people, did permit 

him to abandon well deserving allies : nor could 

^& think that Gaul belonged rather to At\oV\^\,m^ 

thjn to the Roman people. That t\ve ArNexm 

^a the Jluteni had been subdued in ^ax >o^ Qu 



I.] CiESAB's WAB8 IN OAUL. 43 

Fabius Maximus, and that the Roman people had 
pardoned them, and had not reduced them into 
a province, nor laid them under tribute. And if 
the most ancient times must be looked into, the 
authority of the Roman people in Gaul was very 
just: if the judgment of the senate must be re- 
garded, Gaul ought to be free, which when sub-* 
dued in war, they designed should have the use 
of its own laws." 

XLVI. Whilst these things were transacting 
in the conference, it was told Caesar, that the ca-* 
valry of Ariovistus were approaching nearer to 
the mound, and were riding up toward our sol- 
diers ; and were throwing stones and darts among 
them. CsBsar made an end of speaking ; and 
betook himself to his party ; and commanded his 
men, not to return any weapon at all upon the 
enemy. For though he perceived a battle might 
be fought, with the cavalry of Ariovistus, without 
any danger to his select legion, yet he was of 
opinion he ought to give no occasion of its being 
said, after the enemy was beaten, that they had 
been drawn into a snare by him at the conference 
during a reliance on their faith. After the report 
was spread among the common soldiers, with 
what insolence Ariovistus had behaved at the 
interview, and had commanded the Romans to be 
gone out of Gaul, and that his cavalry had made 
an attack upon our men, and how this put an end 
to the conference ; a far greater briskness, and a 
greater eagerness to fight, was infused into the 
army. 
XLVIL Two days afteT,Ax\oNS&\>a&^>s^^^^^ 
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ambassadors to Caesar, to acquaint him, that he 
was desirous to treat with him concerning those 
affairs, which had been begun to be treated of 
betwixt them, and had not been finished : and to 
request that he would either appoint a day for 
an interview a second time ; or, if he did not 
approve of this, that he would send some of his 
ambassadors to him. To Caesar there did not 
appear any occasion for a conference, and the 
rather, because the day before this the Germans 
could not be restrained from throwing darts 
among our men. And he imagined, he would 
with great danger send one of his Romans as an 
ambassador to him, and would expose him to the 
cruelty of savage men. Wherefore it appeared 
most proper, to send to him C. Valerius Pro- 
cillus, the son of C. Valerius Caburus, a young 
man of the highest virtue and humanity, (whose 
father had been presented with the freedom of 
the city by C. Valerius Flaccus), both on 
account of his integrity, and his skill in 
the Gallic language, which now Ariovistus, 
after long custom, much used, and also because 
the Germans had no reason to act treache- 
rously to him ; and with him he sent M. Mettius, 
who had experienced the hospitality of Ariovis- 
tus. These he ordered to hear what Ariovistus 
would say, and report to him. Whom when 
Ariovistus observed by him in his camp, he 
cried out, in the presence of his army : Why had 
thej^ come to him ? Was it with a design to be 
spies P And as they were endeavourmgto «^^«k> 
^G stopped theniy and threw them mto iTonft* 



I.] CJESAB's wars in GAUL. 45 

XLVIII. The same day he decamped, and sat 
down under a hill six miles from Caesar's camp. . 
The day after this, he led away his army past 
Caesar's camp, and pitched his camp two miles 
beyond him: with a design to cut off Caesar 
from the corn and provisions, which should be 
sent from the Sequani and iEdui. From this 
day Caesar for five days successively drew out 
his forces before the camp, and formed them into 
battle order ; to the end that, if Ariovistus wished 
to contend in battle, he might not want an 
opportunity. Ariovistus during all these days 
kept his army within the camp: but engaged 
daily in horse-skirmishes. The manner of fighting 
in which the Germans had exercised themselves, 
was this : They had six thousand horse, and the 
same number of very nimble, and very hardy 
foot ; whom they had picked out of all the army, 
each horseman one, as his guard. With these 
they intermingled in engagements : to these the 
horse betook themselves when worsted : these, 
in case of any hardship, flocked together to assist : 
if any, upon receiving a grievous wound, had 
dropped from his horse, they stood round him : if 
there was occasion to advance far, or to make 
a quick retreat, such was their nimbleness, 
through frequent practice, that supported by 
the horses' manes, they would keep pace with 
them. 

XLIX. When Caesar found he kept himself 
within his camp, that he might not any longer 
be cut off from prov\s\oxi^, \vfe Ow5>^^ ^ >§s56rj^ 
proper for a camp, \)e>/oii^ \)cv^ ^^^o^* ^^7^^ 
the Germans had encatuve^^ ^^^ ^«^^ ^^ 
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dred paces from them ; and having drawn up his 
army in three lines, he came to the place. He 
ordered the first and second line to be in arms, 
and the third to fortify the camp. This place, 
as already said, was distant from the enemy 
about six hundred paces. Thither Ariovistus 
dispatched about sixteen thousand of his light 
armed men, with all his cavalry ; which forces 
were designed to strike terror into our men, 
and hinder them from the work. Caesar, never- 
theless, as he had appointed formerly, ordered 
two lines to oppose the enemy ; and the third to 
execute the work. Having fortified the camp, 
he left two legions there, and part of the auxilia- 
ries : the other four legions he led back into the 
larger camp. 

L. Next day Caesar, according to his custom, 
drew his forces out of both camps : and having 
advanced a little from the larger camp, disposed 
them in order of battle, and gave the enemy an 
opportunity of fighting. When he found that 
even yet they did not stir out of their trenches, 
about noon he led back his army to their camps. 
Then at last Ariovistus sent part of his forces to 
attack the lesser camp. They fought fiercely on 
both sides, till the evening. At sun-set Ario- 
vistus, after many wounds both given and re- 
ceived, led back his forces to their camp. Caesar, 
upon inquiring of the prisoners, why Ariovistus 
would not fight in a pitched battle, found this to 
he the reason : Because among the Germans it 
"jss a custom, that their elderly womeu deV«t- 
^ecf by oracles and divination, wlietket >\\e> 
'^e could be fought to advantage or not*. wiA. 
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that they had declared, It was not destined for 
the Germans to conquer, if they engaged in battle 
before the new Moon. 

LI. The day after this, Caesar left what ap- 
peared sufficient for a guard to both camps: and 
ranged all the auxiliaries in sight of the enemy 
before the lesser camp, in order to make a 
showy appearance with the auxiliaries, because 
he had no great store of legionary soldiers, con- 
sidering the number of the enemy. And having 
drawn up his army in three lines, he advanced 
up to the enemy's camp. Then at last the Ger- 
mans, of necessity, drew their forces out of the 
camp, and ranged by their tribes, and at equal dis- 
tances, the Harudes, the Marcomani, the Tri- 
bocci, the Vangiones, the Nemetes, the Sedusii, 
and the Suevi : and surrounded their whole army 
with their chariots and waggons ; that no hope 
(of security) by flight might be left. On these 
they placed the women, who, weeping, and with 
their hair dishevelled, entreated the men, as they 
went on to battle, not to deliver them up for 
slaves to the Romans. 

LI I. Caesar assigned to each legion a lieu- 
tenant, and a questor: that every one might 
have these as witnesses of his bravery. He him- 
self began the battle on the right wing, because 
he perceived that part of the enemy to be least 
firm. Accordingly our men, upon a signal given, 
made an attack upon the enemy with great 
vigour : whereupon the enemy ru%hftd C^-r^-^js^ 
all on a sudden, and witla. gce^\. xvws^'se^^^'^N "^^^ 
that there was not time iox \)wcoVvcv^ '^'^•^'^^ 
At the enemy. Wherefore, \i)tvToVvci^ -J^^^^ 
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darts, they engaged in close fight with the 
swords. But the Germans, according to their 
custom, having quickly formed a phalanx, sus- 
tained the charge of the swords. There were 
found several of our soldiers that jumped up upon 
the phalanx, and pulled away the targets with 
their hands, and wounded them from above. 
When the enemy's army was routed in their left 
wing, and put to flight, in their right wing they 
greatly overpowered our army by their numbers. 
But after P. Crassus, a young man, who com- 
manded the horse, observed this, (which he was 
the readier to notice, because he was more at 
liberty to look about him, than those who were 
employed in the action,) he dispatched the third 
line to relieve our men in distress. 

LIII. Whereupon the battle was renewed, and 

all the enemies turned their back, nor did they 

give over flying, till they had arrived at the river 

Rhine, about fifty miles from the place where 

the battle was fought. There a very few, either 

trusting to their strength, endeavoured to swim 

over ; or, finding boats, made a shift to escape. 

Among these was Ariovistus, who finding a 

wherry tied to the bank, made his escape in it : 

our horse coming up slaughtered all the rest. 

Ariovistus had two wives, one a Suevan by 

nation, whom he had brought along with him from 

his own country ; the other a Norican, the sister 

of King Vocion, whom he had married in Gaul, 

^Ae having been sent thither by her brother. 

^oth perished in the flight. TV\e>f \vaA V«^ 

^^ug^hters, whereof one was kiWed, aiv^ \)ev^ ^^^^^^ 

^^Gti prisoner. C. Valerius Proe\\\\x^, v«\v\\«X\\^ 
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was dragged by his keepers in the flight, being 
bound with three chains, fell in the way of Caesar 
himself, as he was pursuing the enemy with his 
cavalry. Which event truly gave Caesar no less 
pleasure, than the victory itself : because he saw 
the most honourable person of the Roman pro- 
vince in Gaul, his own intimate acquaintance, 
and friend, rescued from the hands of enemies, 
and restored to him : and that fortune had not 
detracted any thing from the great joy and re- 
joicing, by his misfortune. He told, that, in his 
own presence, a consultation had been held three 
times concerning him by lots, whether he should 
be put to death immediately by burning, or kept 
till another time : and that by the favour of the 
lots he had been saved. M. Mettius also was 
found, and brought back to him. 

LIV. The news of this battle being spread 
beyond the Rhine, the Suevi, who had come to 
the banks of the Rhine, began to return home : 
whom the Ubii, who live next to the Rhine, pur- 
sued whilst under great consternation, and 
slaughtered a vast number of them. Caesar, 
having ended two very considerable wars in one 
campaign, led his army into winter quarters 
amongst the Sequani, somewhat sooner than the 
season of the year required : he gave the com- 
mand of the winter quarters to Labienus : he 
himself set out for Hither Gaul to hold assizes. 
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BOOK II. 

I. Whilst Caesar was in Hither Gaul in win- 
ter quarters, as we have shown above, it was 
currently reported to him, and he was also ac- 
quainted more surely by letters from Labienus, 
" that all the Belgae, who we said were a third 
part of Gaul, were conspiring against the Roman 
people ; and giving hostages to one another. The 
reasons of the combination were these: first, 
because they were afraid, lest our army, after all 
Gaul was subdued, should be brought upon them : 
and next, because they were solicited by some 
Gauls, part of whom, as they had not inclined 
that the Germans should be any longer in Gaul, 
so they took it amiss that the army of the Roman 
people should winter and become familiar in Gaul : 
and of whom another part, from a fickleness and in- 
consistency of temper, were fond of revolutions : 
they were solicited by some also of an aspiring 
temper, because in Gaul dominions were fre- 
quently seized by men of power, and such as 
have money to hire people ; who could less easily 
effect such a project under our government." 

II. Caesar being alarmed with these reports 
and letters, raised two new legions in Hither 
Gaul, and about the beginning of summer sent 
his lieutenant Q. Pedius, to conduct them into 
the more inland parts of Gaul. He himself, as 
sooD as there began tp be plenty of grass for the 

Aorses, came to the army. He gwea otd^t^lQ 

^Af SeaoDes, aad other Gauls, tViat vjexe w^^V. 

^^'S-hboura to the Belgae, to procure mteVW^e^xvce 
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of what was doing among them : and acquaint 
him with the matter. These all invariably re- 
ported, "that forces were raising and an army- 
gathering together into one place." Then indeed he 
was of opinion that he ought not to hesitate any 
longer, but set out upon his march toward them 
[within twelve days]. Wherefore having pro- 
vided corn, he decamps, and about fifteen days 
after arrived upon the confines of the Belgae. 

III. As he arrived there unexpectedly, and 
sooner than any imagined, the Remi, who are a 
province of the Belgae, next to Gaul, sent Iccius 
and Antebrogius, persons of the highest rank in 
their province, ambassadors to him : to acquaint 
him, " that they resigned themselves and all they 
had to the protection and disposal of the Roman 
people, and that they had not entered into the 
combination with the rest of the Belgae ; nor 
conspired at all against the Roman people ; and 
that they were ready both to give hostages, and 
submit to orders, and receive him into their 
towns, and furnish him with corn, and other ne- 
cessaries : that all the rest of the Belgae were in 
arms ; and that the Germans, who live on this 
side the Rhine, had joined with them (in the plot), 
and that such was the desperate keenness of all 
of them, that they could not so much as dissuade 
their own brethren and blood-relations, the Sues- 
siones, who enjoyed the same privileges, the same 
laws, and had the same government, and the same 
magistracy with themselves, from engaging with 
them in this wild design." 
IV. Upon Cffisar's inqumii^ <ai V>Bam, ^^ 
states were in arms, and wYvaV t\vc^ ew^^ ^^ ^^ 
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war, he found out, " that most of the Belgse were 
descended from the Germans, and that upon cross- 
ing the Rhine in former times, they had settled in 
this place on account of the fertility of the coun- 
try: and had driven out the Gauls, who inha- 
bited these quarters: and that they were the 
only people, who, in the memory of our fathers, 
when all Gaul was over-run, had^kept the Teu- 
toni and Cimbri, from entering within their ter- 
ritories : whence it had come to pass, that upon 
the memory of these achievements, theyjhad 
assumed to themselves almighty air, and high 
spirit in military affairs. As to their number, 
the Remi told him, " they had certain accounts 
of every thing : for being connectedjwith them 
by kindred and affinity, they had come to know, 
what number each of them had promised in the 
common council of the Belgse to furnish for this 
war. That the Bellovaci were the most consi- 
derable among them both for courage, and repu- 
tation, and number of men : that they could fit 
out 100,000 armed men, and had actually pro- 
mised 60,000 picked out of that number : and 
claimed to themselves the management of the 
whole war. That the Suessiones were their next 
neighbours ; and possessed a very large and fertile 
country; Divitiacus even in our times was king 
among them, the most potent prince of all Gaul ; 
who held the government both of a great part of 
this country, and also that of Britain : their king 
at present was Galba ; upon him by the consent 
of all parties the management o£ iVie vjVoV^ ^^t 
^^s conferred, on account of \v\sius\.\ce^.ti^ ^^vv- 
'^ence: they had twelve cities', and pTOioAse^V^ 
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furnish 50,000 armed men : the Nervii had pro- 
mised as many, who are esteemed the most bar- 
barous people among them, and lie at a very 
great distance : the At rebates had promised 
15,000: the Ambiani 10,000: the Morini 25,000 : 
the Menappi 9,000: the Caleti 10,000; the Ve- 
locasses and Veromandui as many : the Aduatuci 
29,000: and that they imagined the Condrusi, 
the Eburones, the Caerasi, and the Paemani, who 
by one name are called Germans, had reckoned 
at about 40,000." 

V. Caesar having encouraged the Remi, and 
complimented them handsomely in a speech, 
ordered their whole senate to wait upon him, and 
the children of their grandees to be brought to 
him as hostages : all which was punctually per- 
formed by them at the day appointed. He hav- 
ing addressed himself with great earnestness to 
Divitiacus the iEduan, shews him how much it 
would contribute to the public cause and their 
common safety, that the forces of the enemy 
should be kept divided, that they might not be 
obliged to engage with so great a number at one 
time. This might be brought about if the Mdni 
would lead their forces into the territories of the 
Bellovaci, and begin to ravage their country : 
with these instructions he dismisses him. After 
he perceived that all the forces of the Belgae, 
now got together into one place, were approaching 
toward him, and had intelligence from the scouts 
which he had sent out, and from the Remi, that 
by this time they were liot i«cc o^ % \kfe \Ga.^^ '^S^. 
haste to carry his army ov^t iW rvNCt K::*^<Qf«»-^ 
which 18 upon the remote coiv^xi^^ Q?l \Xn&^«»^^ 
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and there pitched his camp. Which sitaation 
both secured one side of his camp by the banks 
of the river, and rendered the places that were 
behind him safe from the enemy, and made it 
possible for provisions to be brought in to him 
without danger by the Remi, and the other states. 
Upon this river was a bridge, and on it he places 
a guard ; and leaves upon the other side of the 
river his lieutenant Q. Titurius Sabinus with six 
cohorts ; and orders him to fortify a camp with 
a rampart to the height of twelve feet, and a 
trench of eighteen feet in breadth. 

VI. A city of the Remi, by name Bibrax, was 
distant from the camp eight miles. This the 
Belgae upon their march began to assault with 
great fury ; and with much ado were they with- 
stood by the inhabitants that day. The mode of 
attack of the Gauls and the Belgae is the same: 
After drawing a great number of men round the 
• whole fortifications, when stones begin to be 
thrown against the wall on all sides, and the wall 
is clear of the defenders ; then forming a testudo, 
they approach to the gates, and undermine the 
wall. Which on this occasion was easily done, 
for whilst so great a number were throwing 
stones and darts^ it was not possible for any 
man to stand upon the wall. When night had 
put an end to the assault, Iccius, one of the 
Remi, a person of the greatest quality and 
interest amongst his countrymen, and who at 
that time commanded the town, being one of 
those who had come ambassadors to Cteiei^ ^oxil 
^^S'oc/atjagapeace, dispatches cout\eTfttiC««as> 
' acquaint him, " that unless assVstaiM» ^^ 
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sent him, he would not be able to hold out any 
longer." 

VII. Csesar, making use of the same persons 
for guides, that had come as messengers from 
leoius, dispatches thither about midnight some 
Numidian and Cretian archers, and some Balea- 
rian slingers, for the relief of the townsmen, 
upon whose arrival, both resolution to hold out, 
with hopes of making good their defence, was 
added to the Remi ; and the enemy by the same 
means lost hopes of taking possession of the city. 
Wherefore, after staying a short while before the 
town, and ravaging the country of the Remi ; 
and after setting fire to all the villages and houses 
which they could come at, they marched away 
with all their forces towards Caesar's camp : and 
pitched their camp within less than two miles of 

. him : which camp, as appeared by the smoke, 
and the fires, extended to upwards of eight miles 
in breadth. 

VIII. Caesar at first, both because of the great 
number of the enemy, and on account of their 
extraordinary reputation for bravery, resolved to 
decline battle : he made trial however every day 
by horse skirmishes what the enemy could do in 
point of courage^ and what our men dare attempt. 
And finding oiir men were not inferior to them, 
and that the place before the camp was con- 
venient and proper by its situation for drawing 
up the army in order of battle, because the little 
hill, where the camp was pitched, rising gently 
£rom the plain, extended as TSLxxi^ vtv \s^<«6SiSsa. ^^ 
the fore part, as the space Wie «iX^^ ^^T'^'^vlss 

order of battle could take \xp, «Ei^ ^^^ ^ 
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fall along the side on either hand ; and ascending 
in an easy manner toward the brow, turned by 
degrees to a plain : on both sides of this hill he 
drew a ditch in a cross direction to the hill, about 
four hundred paces in length ; and toward the end 
of the ditches he erected bulwarks, and planted 
engines on them : lest, after he had drawn up his 
army, the enemy (as they were so powerful in 
respect of number) might surround in the flank 
his men, whilst they were fighting. This being 
done, leaving in the camp the two legions, which 
he had lately raised, that they might be brought 
out as reserve, if in any way there should be occa- 
sion, he drew up the other six legions before the 
camp in order of battle. The enemy likewise 
drawing their forces out of the camp, put them in 
proper order. 

IX. There lay a small marsh betwixt our army 

and that of the enemy. The enemy waited to 

see if our men would pass this ; and our men, in 

case a passage should have been first attempted 

by the enemy, stood ready in arms, to attack 

them whilst entangled. In the mean time the 

horse was engaged in a skirmish betwixt the two 

armies. But as neither party began to cross, 

upon the skirmish of the cavalry being now 

favourable to our men, Caesar led back his men 

into the camp. The enemy immediately marched 

away from this place to the river Axona, which 

we said was behind our camp. And there finding 

fords, they endeavoured to transport part of their 

forces ; with a design, if they co\xVd, lo iote^ XXi'fe 

yytt/e camp, which the lieutenant Q. T\l\xT\w^\«i.^ 

^Ae charge of, and cut down tVie Wvdg^-> wq^\^ 
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they could not do this, to ravage the country of the 
Re mi, who were of great service to us for car- 
rying on the war ; and so cut off our men from 
provisions. 

X. Caesar being informed of this by Titurius, 
conveys along the bridge all his cavalry, and 
light-armed Numidians, as also his stingers, and 
archers, and marches toward them. There was 
a sharp conflict on this occasion. Our men 
attacking the enemy whilst entangled in the 
river, slew a great number of them ; and with a 
multitude of darts repulsed the rest as they were 
endeavouring in a most resolute manner to come 
on the carcases of those that were killed ; and 
cut to pieces those who had got over at first, and 
who were surrounded by the cavalry. The 
enemy, when they found their hopes had deceived 
them, both with respect to their taking the city 
Bribax, and as to their passing the river, and 
when they perceived our men would not come 
out to a place of disadvantage in order to fight 
them, and provisions began to fail them ; a council 
of war being called, they agreed it was best for 
every man to return to his own country, and obliged 
themselves to meet from all parts for the defence 
of those, into whose territories the Romans should 
first lead their army ; that so they might dispute 
the matter rather in their own, than in a foreign 
country ; and have the use of the provisions of 
corn they had at home. Among other reasons, 
the following consideration likewise led them into 
this resolution ; because they had got intelli- 
gence, that Divitiacus and \}i\ft Risiv^ n^'s^'^ -ss^- 
proaching toward the coiAnea oi \}ck^'^<^'^^^^ 
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And the Bellovaci could not be prevailed upon to 
stay any longer, and not carry aid to their own 
people. 

XI. This resolution being fixed, they marched 
out of their camp about the second watch with 
great noise and confusion, under no distinct order 
or command ; and as every one strove for the first 
step of the road, and was in great haste to get 
home, they caused their d^arture to appear like 
a running away. Caesar having notice of this 
immediately by his spies, but fearing an ambus- 
cade, because he had not yet discovered upon 
what account they were gone off, kept his army 
and the cavalry within the camp. But at break 
of day, upon a confirmation of the matter by his 
scouts, he dispatched all the cavalry to annoy 
their rear. And set over them two lieutenants, 
Q. Pedius, and L. Aurunculeius Cotta. And or- 
dered his lieutenant T. Labienus to follow them 
with three legions. These attacking their rear, 
and pursuing them for several miles, slaughtered 
vast numbers of them as they fled : whilst these 
in the rear, with whom they came up, halted; 
and with great courage received the charge of 
our soldiers ; those in the van, because they 
thought themselves at a distance from danger, 
and were not restrained by any necessity or com- 
mand, upon hearing the noise, as the ranks were 
quite disordered, placed all their security in 
flight. Thus our men, without any danger to 
themselves, slaughtered prodigious numbers of 
them as long as day lasted ; and at sun-set gave 

over the pursuit, and returned to tVie caxa^) «a 

^^ Jiad been ordered* 



n.] CiESAR'S WARS IN QAUL. 59 

XII. Next day Caesar, before the enemy could 
recover themselves from their consternation and 
flight, led his army into the country of the Sues- 
siones, who were next neighbours to the Remi ; 
and, after performing a great march, set out for 
the town called Noviodunum. But after en- 
deavouring to surprise it as he passed alone, 
because he was informed it wanted a garrison, 
he was not able to l^ke it, by reason of the 
breadth of the ditch, and the height of the wall, 
though few were to defend it. Wherefore hav- 
ing fortified his camp, he began to set up vineae, 
and to provide what things were necessary for a 
siege. In the mean time all the army of the 
Suessiones, after their flight, came flocking to the 
town the night following. When the vinese were 
quickly reared against the town, and when an 
embankment was thrown up and towers built, the 
Gauls, amazed both with the hugeness of the 
works, which they had neither seen before, nor 
heard of, and with the dispatch of the Romans, 
send deputies to Caesar to treat about surrender, 
and, upon the intercession of the Remi, obtain 
their request. 

XIII. Caesar, the chief persons of their state 
being received as hostages, and among these, the 
two sons of Galba himself their king, and all the 
arms in the town being delivered up, admitted 
the Suessiones to a surrender, and leads his army 
against the Bellovaci. And when they had col- 
lected themselves and all their eflects into the 
town of Bratuspantium, and were informed that 
Ceesar with his army wa» ^auX. ^wiX. ^^ \b;^'m^ 

from the town, all their o\^mcii%«vcv%^^^'=^'^*^'*' 
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city, began to stretch out their hands to Caesar, 
and made signs with their voice that they would 
come under his faith and protection ; and would 
not contend any longer against the Roman people 
by arms. In like manner, when he was come to 
the town, and was pitching his camp there, the 
boys and women from the wall, with hands spread 
out, according to the manner of their country, 
begged peace of the Romans. 

XIV. For tliese Divitiacus (for after the de- 
parture of the Belgae, dismissing the forces of the 
iEdui, he had returned to Csesar) intercedes, 
representing, " that the Bellovaci at all times 
had been in alliance and friendship with the 
state of the iEdui : that they had both revolted 
from the iEdui, and made war upon the Roman 
people, being urged on by their nobility, who 
had told them that the iEdui were reduced into 
a state of slavery by Csesar, and were suflPering 
all manner of indignities and affronts. That 
those who were the ringleaders in this plot had 
fled into Britain, because they now found what 
a mighty calamity they had brought upon their 
country. That not only the Bellovaci, but also 
the iEdui in their behalf begged, that he would 
exercise his mercy and clemency toward them. 
Which if he did, he would raise the credit of the 
iEdui amongst all the Belgae ; with whose aid and 
wealth they had been accustomed to supportthem- 
selves, when any wars happened." 

XV. Caesar replied, that out of regard to Divi- 
tiacus and for the sake of the iEdui, he would 

receive them into his protection, and s*d.\^ V\!kfe\ft.\ 
^^4^ 3s their state was of great note aiaow^sX.^^ 
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Belgae, and exceeded in the number of people, he 
demanded 600 hostages. These being delivered, 
and all the arms of the town given up, he marched 
away from this place to the country of the Am- 
biani, who surrendered themselves, and all they 
had, without delay. Upon their country bordered 
the Nervii : concerning whose character and 
manners, Csesar when he inquired found: " That 
merchants have no access to them : that they 
suffered no wine, nor other things, that contri* 
bute to luxury, to be imported : because they 
were of opinion, that by such things their spirits 
were enervated, and their courage impaired : that 
they were a savage people, and of great bravery : 
that they bad often upbraided and blamed the 
rest of the Belgse, who had submitted themselves 
to the Roman people, and renounced their native 
fortitude : and that they determined they would 
neither send ambassadors, nor accept of any terms 
of peace." 

XVI. After he had made three days march in 
their country, he was informed by some prisoners, 
"that the river Sabis was not above ten miles dis- 
tant from his camp ; that all the Nervii had en- 
camped on the other side of that river : and that 
there, together with their neighbours, the Atre- 
bates and Veromandui, they waited the arrival of 
the Romans ; for they had persuaded both these 
states to try the same fortune of war with them- 
selves ; that the forces likewise of the Aduatuci 
were expected by them, and were actually on 
their march : that they had t^\it\.W\^wssKw^^i5v^ 
those who by reason of t\ie\T a^e ^-^^^"ax^^^^ssj&x. 
for fighting, into a place, to ^\i\cV ^xi ^x\o:^ ^"^^^ 
not approach on account oi tftax^e^*^ 
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XVII. Upon thf " ^'"^^llipf^"^^, he sends for- 
ward his scouts and centurions to choose out 
a convenient place for a camp. And as a good 
many of the Belgae that had submitted, and of 
the other Gauls, attended Caesar, and marched 
along with him : some of these, as we learned 
afterwards from the prisoners, having observed 
the manner of our army's march during these 
days, went off in the night to the Nervii, and 
told them " that a great quantity of baggage was 
betwixt the several legions ; and that it would be 
no difficulty, when the first legion was arrived in 
the camp, and the other legions were a great way 
off, to attack this first legion whilst encumbered 
with their carriages : upon the routing of which, 
and the seizing of their baggage, it would come 
to pass, that the rest would not have courage to 
make any further stand." To the advice of those 
who brought the information, is also added 
weight, viz. that the Nervii of old, as they had no 
cavalry, (nor even to this day do they make that 
their study, but all the forces they have consist 
of infantry,) in order to. resist more effectually 
the cavalry of their neighbours, if at any time 
they should come upon them with a design te 
plunder, had made a fortification, by notching 
young trees, and bending down the boughs in a 
close manner toward the sides, and stuffing the 
vacancies with brambles and thorns, in such a 
way, that these hedges served as a fence instead 
of a wall : which was not only impassable, but 
eouJd not so much as be seen through. When 
therefore the progress of our army s\vo\A^ com^ 
to be interrupted by this fence, t\\e l^exVu n«««' 
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of opinion, that the advice offered ought not to 
be neglected. 

XVIII. The situation of the place, which our 
men had made choice of for a camp, was as 
follows : — A little hill descending evenly from 
the top, reached to the river Sabis, which we 
mentioned above. A little hill of a like ascent, 
over against and opposite to this, took its rise 
from the river, being open towards the lowest 
part for about 200 paces ; but so woody in the 
upper quarter, that its inner parts could not be 
clearly discovered by the eye. The enemy kept 
themselves concealed within this wood : upon 
the open ground along the river, appeared a few 
troops of horse. The depth of the river was 
about three feet. 

XIX. Csesar sending his cavalry before, fol- 
lowed close after with all his forces: but the form 
and order of his march was quite otherwise than 
the Belgee had reported to the Nervii : for Caesar, 
as he was now approaching toward the enemy, 
conducted in the van, according to his custom, 
six legions clear of baggage ; behind these he 
ranged the carriages of the whole army : then 
the two legions, that had been lately levied, 
shut up the rear, and were a guard to the car- 
riages. Our horse, with the slingers and archers, 
having crossed the river, engaged in battle with 
the cavalry of the enemy. Whilst they every 
now and then scampered off to the woods to 
their companions ; and then again made a sally 
from the woods upon out TCLe.xv\ \\s>rt ^«x<i ^^^^ss^ 
men pursue them, as tVie^ ^e^^ ^wT\icL«t Ni^^ "^ 

far as the plain and open growu^x^^^^^* ^^ 
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mean time the six legions, who came first up, 
after measuring out the work among them, 
began to fortify the camp. As soon as the fore- 
most carriages of our army were observed by 
those who lay concealed in the woods ; which was 
the time agreed upon among them for giving 
battle, as they had formed their lines and ranks 
within the thickets, and animated one another, 
they rushed out on a sudden with all their force% 
and made an attack on our cavalry. Having 
easily broken and dispersed them, they came 
running down to the river with such incredible 
swiftness, that almost at the same instant the 
enemy seemed to be both at the woods, and 
in the river, and amongst us. And with the 
same nimbleness did they advance up the hill 
toward our camp, and those who were employed 
in the works. 

XX. Csesar had all parts to act at once : the 
red flag was to be hung out, which was the sign 
when it was necessary to run to arms : the 
signal to be given by the trumpet : the soldiers 
to be drawn off from the works : those to be 
recalled, who had gone to some distance with a 
design to fetch materials for the rampart: the 
army to be ranged in order of battle : the men 
to be encouraged: and the watch-word to be 
given. A great part of which, shortness of time, 
and the sudden approach and furious charge 
of the enemy, prevented. Under these diffi- 
culties^ two things were of advantage (to the 
Homans,) Brat, the skill and expeTi^uce of the 
soldiers ; because having had ia\ic\i T^t^.c\\Cife m 
former battles, they could no leaa apt\^ ^w^%^«.\. 
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to themselves ^hat was necessary to be done, 
than be informed by others : and next, whereas 
Caesar had forbid the several lieutenants to 
stir from the works, and their respective legions 
till the camp should be fortified : These, on 
account of the near approach, and nimble 
motion of the enemy, did not now mind Caesar's 
orders ; but of themselves executed what ap- 
peared proper. 
#XXI. Caesar having given the necessary orders, 
ran about to encourage his men wherever fortune 
threw them in his way ; and came to the tenth 
legion. Where having encouraged the soldiers 
by no further speech, than entreating them to 
keep up the remembrance of their wonted bravery, 
not to be terrified, and valiantly to withstand the 
assault of the enemy ; because the enemy was at 
no greater distance, than a dart could be cast, 
he gave the signal for joining battle. And going 
to another part of the army, with a design like- 
wise to encourage them, he found them already 
fighting. Such was the shortness of time, and 
so bent upon fighting were the minds of the 
enemy, that time was wanting not only for re- 
gulating the ensigns, but even for putting on the 
helmets, and pulling the covers off the targets. 
On whatever part of the army any one by chance 
lighted as he came from the works, and on what- 
ever standard he first cast his eye, at this he took 
his station : that he might not lose the time to 
be employed in fighting, in seeking out his own 
company. 

XXII. The army bemg dt^^w \x^, ^^iCSx^^ "^^^ 
the situation of the grouivd, ^\i^ ^^vi^vs\v>j v^^v <?^v: 
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hill, and exigency of the time permitted, than 
as the rule and order of the art- military required : 
whilst the legions were making head against the 
enemy, some in one place and some in another, 
and the view of the fight was intercepted by thick 
hedges that intervened, as we formerly observed ; 
proper reserves could neither be posted, nor 
provision made of what was needful in every 
quarter, nor all the necessary orders given by 
one person. Wherefore, upon such a disadvan- 
tageous situation of afiairs, various events of for- 
tune also ensued. 

XXIII. The soldiers of the ninth and tenth 
legions, as they were posted in the left part of 
the army, after throwing their darts, quickly 
drove from the higher ground to the river, the 
Atrebates (for these had fallen in their way) 
breathless with running and fatigue, and covered 
with wounds, and pursuing them with their 
swords, as they endeavoured to pass the water 
slaughtered a great part of them, whilst entangled. 
They themselves did not hesitate to cross the 
river ; and having advanced forward to a place 
of disadvantage, renewing the battle, they again 
put to flight the enemy that had turned back 
and opposed them. In like manner in another 
quarter, two different legions, the eleventh and 
eighth, having broken the Veromandui, with 
whom they had engaged, were fighting from the 
higher ground upon the very banks of the river. 
But then the whole camp almost on the front and 
Jeft side being left exposed, when the twelfth 
leg-ion was posted in the right wiivg, and the 
seventh at no great distance from *\t\ bS\ xNi^ 
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Nervii in a very close body, with Boduognatus 
as their leader, who had the chief command, ad- 
vanced towards this quarter ; part of whom 
began to attack the legions on the open flank, 
and part to make toward the highest part of the 
camp. 

XXIV. At the same time our horse, and the 
light-armed foot, that were joined with them, 
who I said were broken upon the enemy's first 
attack, as they were retiring to the camp, met 
the enemy full in the face, and again fled off to 
another quarter : and the servants of the army, 
who from the Decuman gate and top of the hill 
had observed our men with victory on their side 
cross the river, going out with a design to plun- 
der, when they looked back, and saw the enemy 
going up and down in our camp, in great confu- 
sion betook themselves to flight : at the same time 
a cry and shriek arose among those who were 
coming up with the baggage ; and away they 
ran in great fright, some one way, some another. 
With all which events the cavalry of the Treviri 
were greatly alarmed, whose reputation for 
courage is extraordinary among the Gauls, and 
who had come to Caesar, having been sent by 
their state to his assistance, and when they ob- 
served our camp filled with great numbers of the 
enemy, that the legions were hard pressed and 
almost enclosed, that the servants of the army, 
the horse, the slingers, and Numidians, were flying 
off different ways and in scattered parties on all 
sides, giving up our affairs for lost, they made for 
home: and reported to tlvevx ^wy\v\x:^xssK^^ *'&Nais^ 
the Romans were broken ^.w^xwiV^^^^axv^'^^'^^^ 
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enemy had made themselves masters of their camp 
and carriages. 

XXV. CsBsar, after encouraging the tenth 
legion, proceeded to the right wing ; where he 
saw that his men were overcharged, and, that the 
standards of the twelfth legion being huddled 
together into one place, the soldiers were crowded 
so thick as to be a hindrance to one another in 
fighting; that all the centurions of the fourth 
cohort were slain, and the standard-bearer cut off, 
and the ensign lost, almost all the centurions 
of the other cohorts being either wounded or 
killed ; among these P. Sextius Baculus, a soldier 
of the first rank, a very valiant man, was covered 
with so many and so dangerous wounds, that by 
this time he was not able to stand ; the rest were 
turned languid, and some after being abandoned 
by those in the rear, were slipping out of the 
field, and avoiding the darts ; and that the enemy, 
though advancing from the lower ground, were 
not slacking in the front, and pressed hard on both 
flanks, and matters were now in a critical situation, 
and no succours, that could be sent ; whereupon 
Csesar, snatching a shield from one of the soldiers 
in the rear, (for he had come hither without one), 
advanced to the first line, and calling the centu- 
rions by name, and having encouraged the rest of 
the soldiers, ordered them to advance the stan- 
dards, and widen the manipuli, that they might 
use their swords with greater ease. Upon whose 
approach, hopes of victory being infused into the 
soldiers, and their courage renewed, whilst every 
one for bis own part in the presence of hvs general, 
and now in this desperate juncture oi «kSia:\Ts> v<^^ 
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eager to exert his utmost efforts, the fury of the 
enemy was a little repressed. 

XXVI. Caesar, when he saw that the seventh 
legion, which had halted hard by, was likewise 
overpowered by the enemy, desired the Tribunes 
of the soldiers to unite the two legions by degrees, 
and, having turned the standard, to attack the 
enemy. Which being done, as they were assist- 
ing one another, and under no fears of being sur- 
rounded by the enemy in the rear, they began to 
make a bolder stand, and fight with greater 
courage. In the mean time, the soldiers of the two 
legions, that had been left in the rear as a guard 
to the baggage, doubling their pace upon the news 
of the battle, were discerned by the enemy on the 
top of the hill : and T. Labienus, having made 
himself master of the enemy's camp, and observing 
from the higher ground, what was doing in our 
camp, detached the tenth legion to our relief. 
And when they understood by the flight of the 
cavalry, and the servants, in what posture our 
affairs were, and in how great danger both the 
camp, and the legions, and the general were, they 
made all possible dispatch. 

XXVII. Upon their arrival such an alteration 
of affairs ensued, that our men, even those who 
had dropt down quite covered with wounds, re- 
newed the fight, leaning against their targets : the 
servants of the army also, observing the enemy 
under great consternation, rushed even without 
arms upon their armed adversaries ; and the 
cavalry, to wipe off the ignomviv^ ot \3ss&\s. ^%^^^. 
by gallant actions, m siXV ^\wi%% ^^ "^^ \s.^Ssfc 

thrust themselves in beioT^ l\ife\^^\WNax^ 's.^^n^^'^ 
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But the enemy, even when they had little hopes 
of getting off safe, displayed such prodigious 
courage, that, after their foremost ranks had fallen, 
those in the next ranks got up upon them as they 
lay on the ground, and fought standing on their 
dead bodies ; these again being overthrown, and 
their carcases heaped on one another, those who 
survived discharged thence, as from a mount, 
their weapons upon our men, and catching our 
darts, returned them : so that we ought to con- 
clude it was not for nought that men of such 
bravery had adventured to cross a very broad 
river, ascend very high banks, and come up to a 
place of great disadvantage; all which, though 
extremely difficult, their greatness of spirit ren- 
dered easy. 

XXVIII. This battle being ended, and the na- 
tion and name of the Nervii brought almost to 
utter destruction, their old men, who together 
with the boys and women we said had been drawn 
together into islands and fens, upon the news of 
this battle, thinking nothing could withstand the 
conquerors, and that nothing was secure to the 
vanquished, by the consent of all that remained, 
dispatched ambassadors to Caesar, and surren- 
dered themselves to him ; and in recounting the 
calamities of their country, they affirmed that 
their senators were reduced from six hundred to 
three persons : and from sixty thousand men to 
scarcely five hundred, that could bear arms: whom 
Caesar, that he might appear to use clemency 
toward the miserable and submissive, vaost care- 
^uJljr^preserved ; ordered them to occm^^j W\e« 
own country and cities ; and cotumatv^e^ iWVs 
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neighbours to restrain themselves and their friends 
from offering them injuries and ill usage. 

XXIX. The Aduatuci, of whom we spoke 
above, when they were coming with all their 
forces to the assistance of the Nervii, upon the 
news of this battle, returned home after they 
were upon the road: and deserting all their other 
towns and forts, conveyed their whole effects 
into one city, that was well fortified by situation. 
And although this had very steep rocks and pre- 
cipices on all sides round about, yet there was left 
upon one side an entrance of an easy ascent, not 
above 200 feet in breadth : which place they had 
fortified with a double wall of a prodigious 
height : upon the wall also they placed stones of 
a considerable weight, and sharp stakes. These 
people were descended from the Cimbri and 
Teutoni ; who, when they were making an in- 
cursion into our province, and into Italy, having 
lodged on this side the Rhine such carriages as 
they could not drive along, and carry with them, 
left six thousand of their men to take care of 
and guard them. These, after their overthrow, 
having been harassed for many years by their 
neighbours, one while making war upon others, 
another while defending themselves, at last con- 
cluding a peace by the joint consent of all, made 
choice of this place for a settlement. 

/ — XXX. And, upon the first approach of our 
army, they made frequent sallies from the town, 
and engaged with our men in slight skirmishes : 
but after they were inclosed V\\Xv ^ x'asjK^'axS. ^ 
twelve feet in height, and M\,eex\ ^<!^^^ "^"^"^^^ 

pass, and a great many ioxls, iVe^ V^^^. "^"^ 
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selves within the town. When, upon erecting 
of the vinese, and throwing up a mount, they 
observed a turret rearing up at a good distance, 
at first they fell a scoffing from the walls, and 
upbraided the Romans, by speeches, crying " to 
what purpose was such a huge machine set up at 
such a distance ? with what hands, or with what 
strength, did they expect to bring forward a 
turret of such a bulk to the walls, especially as 
they were men of such low stature ?" (for our 
short stature is often matter of derision to the 
men of Gaul, in comparison to the largeness of 
their bodies.) 

XXXI. But when they saw it moving, and 
approaching to the walls, being astonished at the 
strange and unusual sight, they sent ambassadors 
to Csesar to treat about a peace ; who spoke to 
this effect : " That they were of opinion, the 
Romans carried on the war not without the as- 
sistance of the gods ; who were able to push 
forward engines of such a height with so much 
swiftness, and told him they resigned themselves, 
and all they had, to his disposal : one thing they 
begged, and entreated ; if per ad venture out of his 
clemency and mercy, which they had heard of 
from others, he should determine to save the 
Aduatuci, that he would not rob them of their 
arms. That almost all their neighbours were 
their enemies, and envied their valour ; against 
whom they would not be able to defend them- 
selves, after delivering up their arms. That it 
would be better for them, if tViey ^^le to fall 
under such calamity, to suffer any usa^^ itoti 
the Hoinan people 9 than to be puttodeaWmVXx 
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way of torture by those, among whom they had 
been accustomed to command." 

XXXII. To this Csesar replied: "That he 
would save their city, more in compliance with 
his usual manner, than on account of their de- 
servings, if they surrendered themselves before 
the battering ram touched their walls ; but that 
there could be no terms of surrender, unless 
their arms were delivered up ; that he would do 
with them, as he had done in the case of the 
Nervii, and would command their neighbours 
not to offer any injury to the subjects of the 
Roman people." The matter being reported to 
their countrymen, they said they would do what 
was ordered. Accordingly a great quantity of 
arms was thrown over the wall into the trench, 
that was without the town, insomuch that the 
heaps of arms almost equalled the top of the 
wall and rampart ; and yet about a third part 
was concealed, and reserved in the city, as was 
afterwards discovered ; whereupon the gates 
being opened, they enjoyed peace for that day. 

XXXIII. Toward evening Csesar ordered the 
gates to be shut, and the soldiers to withdraw 
from the city, that the townsmen might not re- 
ceive any ill usage from the soldiers in the night. 
But they, as was afterwards understood, having 
entered into a plot beforehand, because a sur- 
render being made, they imagined our men 
would draw off their guards, or at least keep 
them to their duty with less care, about the 
third watch, suddenly made a sally from the 
town with all their foxcea, ou^Oivfe ixS^^^V^t^"^^^ 

accent to our fortlftcalioii^ ^.^^ewt^^ "^^ ^^'^^ 
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difficult, partly with those arms which they had 
reserved and concealed, and partly with shields 
made of bark, or framed of wicker, which (as 
the shortness of the time required) they had 
hastily covered with hides. A signal being 
quickly given by fires, as Csesar had ordered 
beforehand, the soldiers came running thither 
from the neighbouring forts : and the fight was 
maintained by the enemy with as much vigour, 
as it ought to have been by men of courage, in 
the last hopes of safety, and upon disadvanta- 
geous ground, against those who were discharg- 
ing their weapons from the rampart and turrets ; 
seeing that all their hopes of safety depended on 
their bravery alone. About four thousand of 
their men being slain, the rest were forced back 
into the town. The day after, Csesar, having 
broken up the gates, nobody now defending 
them, and introduced our soldiers, exposed to 
sale the whole spoils of the city. The number 
of 53,000 persons was reported to him by those 
who had purchased them. 

XXXIV. At the same time he was informed 
by P. Crassus, whom with one legion he had sent 
against the Veneti, the Unelli, the Osismii, the 
Curiosolitse, the Sesuvii, the Aulerci, and the 
Rhedones, which are maritime states, and lie 
upon the (Atlantic) ocean, that all these nations 
were brought under the dominion and power of 
the Roman people. 

XXXV. All Gaul being subdued by these 
expeditioDB, so great a fame of this war was 

spread among the barbarians, tViat a\tvW^^«.^QT% 
^ere seat to Csesar from those nalions, nvVvo Vw« 
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beyond the Rhine, who promised " they would 
give hostages, and submit to orders." Which 
embassies Caesar, because he was hastening for 
Italy and lllyricum, ordered to return to him the 
beginning of next summer. Accordingly he set 
out for Italy, after leading the legions into winter 
quarters among the Carnutes, the Andes, and 
the Tarones, which were the states adjacent to 
the places where he had carried on the war. 
And for these achievements, upon Caesar's letter, 
a public thanksgiving for fifteen days was voted 
by the senate ; an honour which before this time 
had happened to none. 



BOOK III. 

I. When Csesar was setting out for Italy, he 
dispatched Servius Galba with the twelfth legion, 
and a party of horse, against the Nantuates, 
Veragri, and Seduni, who extend from the confines 
of the AUobroges, and the lake Lemannus, and 
the river Rhone, to the top of the Alps. His 
reason for sending him was, because he wished 
that a road should be opened along the Alps, 
through which merchants, with great danger, and 
paying high imposts, were accustomed to travel. 
He allowed him to distribute the legion in these 
places, to winter, if he should think it necessary. 
Galba, after fighting some successful skirmishes, 
and taking several of their fott^^ >a.^<3iw ^^e^Njiso^sa^ 
being sent to h'lm ixom ^W VV^ ^iwvisvNx^ ^^xi:sS^. 
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and hostages given him, and a peace concluded, 
resolved to quarter two cohorts among the Nan- 
tuates, and to winter himself with the other 
cohorts of that legion in a village of the Veragri, 
which is called Octodurus ; which village, situated 
in a valley, the circumjacent plain not being 
large, is environed on all sides by very high 
mountains. And as it was divided into two parts 
by a river, one part of the village he assigned to 
the Gauls, the other, left empty by them, he 
allotted for the cohorts to winter in. This 
quarter he fortified with a rampart and ditch. 

II, After a good many days of the wintering 
time had passed, and he had ordered corn to be 
brought in, he was informed on a sudden by his 
scouts, << that all the people had gone off in the 
night, from that part of the village which he had 
assigned to the Gauls, and that the hills, which 
hang over the village, were taken possession of 
by vast numbers of the Seduni and Veragri." 
For several reasons it happened, that the Gauls 
all on a sudden entered into a design of renewing 
the war, and cutting off this legion. First, because 
they despised a single legion, on account of the 
smallness of their number, and it not very full, 
two cohorts having been detached to the Nan- 
tuates, and several particular parties absent, who 
had been sent out with a design to fetch in pro- 
visions : then again, because they imagined, that 
their very first assault could not be withstood, on 
account of the disadvantageous situation of the 
place, as they were to come running down, and 
discharge darts from the hills mto l\ie v^<e^. 
^o this was added, that they were gT\eve^\}Ba.\.>iJsv^vc 
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children should be taken from them under the 
name of hostages ; and they had a firm persuasion, 
that the Romans were endeavouring to seize upon 
the summit of the Alps, and unite this country to 
their neighbouring province in Gaul, not only for 
the sake of a passage to and from Italy, but also 
for perpetual possession. 

III. Galba, upon receiving this intelligence, as 
the works of the wintering camp, and fortifica- 
tions, were not quite finished, nor sufificient pro- 
vision made of corn, and other stores ; because, 
after a surrender was made, and hostages received, 
he imagined nothing of war was to be dreaded ; 
quickly calling a council of war, began to ask 
their sentiments (as to what was proper to be 
done). In which council, as so much danger all 
on a sudden and beyond expectation had hap- 
pened, and by this time almost all the higher 
ground was seen covered with multitudes of armed 
men, and none could come to their relief, nor 
provisions be brought in, the passages being 
blocked up ; almost despairing now of safety, the 
sentiments of some were delivered to this purpose, 
that, " leaving the baggage, and making a sally, 
they should march off" for safety, the same way by 
which they had come thither." It seemed proper 
however to the greater part, reserving this ex- 
pedient to the last, in the mean time to wait 
for the issue of the affair, and defend the camp. 

IV. After a short interval, that scarce allowed 
time to regulate and execute the things which 
they had concerted for defence, iKe. ^w^\ss:^ ^'^ ^ 
signal given, came runrvm^ ^o^xv Hx««v''^ 
quarters; and poured m alone^ ^w^^'^"^^^^^'^ 
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the rampart Our men at first , when their strength 
was fresh, courageously withstood them, nor from 
their higher station on the rampart did they 
discharge any weapon without effect : as any 
part of the camp wanting defenders appeared to 
be overpowered, thither they flocked, and carried 
assistance ; but in this they were overmatched, 
that during the long continuance of the skirmish, 
the enemy as they turned weary retired from the 
action, and others with fresh vigour came up in 
their room : none of which things could be prac- 
tised by our men, on account of the smallness of 
their number ; and not only to one weary was 
liberty of retiring from the action not allowed, 
but not even to a wounded person was leave 
granted to abandon the place where he had his 
station, and withdraw himself. 

V. When now the conflict had been maintained 
for more than six hours without intermission, and 
not only strength, but even weapons began to fail 
on our side, and the enemy were pushing more 
keenly, and whilst our men turned more remiss, 
had begun to demolish the rampart, and fill up 
the ditch, and the matter was now brought to the 
utmost crisis, P. Sextius Baculus, a centurion of 
the first rank, who we said had been disabled by 
a great many wounds in the battle against the 
Nervii, and also C. Volusenus, a tribune of the 
soldiers, a man both of great conduct and courage, 
came running to Galba, and told him the only 
chance for preservation was, if they tried the 

last resource, by making a sally on the enemy. 

Whereupon, convening the ceiituT\oxi»,\vfe q^\x^^ 
orders the soldiers^ " to discontmwe ^^XiVvtv^^Qx ^ 
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little, and only pick up the darts thrown by the 
enemy, and refresh themselves after their fatigue ; 
and afterward, upon a signal given, to sally out 
of the camp, and place all their hopes of safety in 
their bravery." 

VI. What they were ordered, they execute ; 
and making a sally suddenly at all the gates of 
the camp, left it in the power of the enemy neither 
to know what was doing nor to rally themselves. 
Whereupon fortune taking a turn, they cut to 
pieces those, who had conceived hopes of making 
themselves masters of the camp, being surrounded 
on all sides ; and out of above thirty thousand 
men, which number of barbarians it was certain 
had come up to the camp, more than a third part 
being slain, the rest, struck with great conster- 
nation, they put to flight, and suffer them to halt 
no not upon the tops of the mountains. Thus 
having routed all the forces of the enemy, and 
stript them of their arms, they betake themselves 
to their camp and fortifications. Which battle 
being finished, as Galba did not incline to try 
fortune any more, and considered he had come 
into winter-quarters for one purpose, and saw he 
had met with other sort of work, but determined 
chiefly by want of corn and provisions, the day 
following, after setting fire to all the houses of 
the village, he set out to return toward the pro- 
vince : and no enemy opposing or interrupting 
his march, he brought the legion safe to the 
country of the Nantuates, thence to that of the 
Allobroges, and there he wiutet^d* 

VI I. After these ac\i\e\fem%vv\», -wV-e^ ^"^.^-^ 
on all considerations itaa^va^^ Q^^x^ c^oNn^'^ 



80 carsAK's wars in gaul. [book 

brought under subjection, the Belgse being 
vanquished, the Germans expelled, the Seduni 
among the Alps defeated, and thereupon, in the 
beginning of winter, had set out for Illyricum, 
because he inclined to visit those nations like- 
wise, and be acquainted with their country ; a 
sudden war broke out in Gaul. The occasion of 
that war was this : P. Crassus, a young gentle- 
man, had taken up his winter -quarters with the 
seventh legion, next to the sea on the Atlantic 
ocean among the Andes. He, because there was 
a scarcity of corn in this country, sent out the 
officers of horse, and several military tribunes, 
to the neighbouring states, with a design ^to 
seek out corn and provisions, amongst which 
number, T. Terrasidius had been dispatched 
to the Esubii : M. Trebius Gallus, to the Curio- 
solitse ; and Q. Velanius, with T. Silius, to the 
Veneti. 

VIII. The potency of this state is by far the 
most considerable of any of the districts on the 
whole sea coast, both because the Veneti have 
a great deal of shipping, with which they have 
been accustomed to trade to Britain ; and so 
excel the rest in knowledge and experience of 
naval affairs ; and as there are a few sea-ports 
that lie on this great, tempestuous, and open sea, 
which they are masters of, they have almost all 
those for their tributaries who have been accus- 
tomed to traffic on this sea. By them first of all 
were detained Silius and Velanius, because by 
their means they imagined they would recover the 

Jiostagea which they had deUvered lo Ct?v&«>as. 

ne/r neighbours^ led by t\\eir exam^\^ (^^^ ^^^ 
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resolutions of the Gauls are sudden and hasty) 
with the same view detain Trebius and Terrasi- 
dius ; and quickly sending messengers to each 
other, they enter into a combination among 
themselves, by means of their grandees, ^^ that 
they should do nothing but by public concert, 
and that they should aU share the same issue of 
fortune ;" and they importune the other states 
" to choose rather to persist in asserting that 
liberty, which they had received from their an- 
cestors, than endure slavery from the Romans." 
All the sea- coast being quickly drawn over to 
their measures, they dispatch a common embassy 
to B Crassus, to let him know, *^ if he had a 
mind to receive his officers, he must send back 
to them their hostages." 

IX. Of which proceedings Caesar is in- 
formed by Crassus, and as he was at a great 
distance himself, he orders in the mean time ships 
of war to be built on the river Loire, which runs 
into the ocean, rowers to be procured from the 
province, and mariners and pilots to be provided. 
These orders being speedily executed, he him- 
self, as soon as he could for the season of the 
year, sets out for the army. The Veneti, and 
likewise the other states, having intelligence of 
Caesar's arrival, and withal being conscious what 
a horrid crime they had been guilty of, in that 
the ambassadors, a name which among all na- 
tions had been always sacred and inviolable, had 
been detained by them, and thrown into chains : 
considering the greatness of thft\Y daxv^'st^ ^^'^^- 
pare for war, and set abowV. VV^ ^tqjnV^ms^^ ^ 
those things chiefly, which sexve^o^ VJcvci \w:«^^^^ 
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of shipping ; and this they did with the greater 
hopes, because they depended much on the 
situation of their country. They knew the 
entrance by land was cut off to a narrow pass 
by arras of the sea, and that shipping was pretty 
impracticable by reason of our want of ac- 
quaintance with the coast, and the scarcity of 
harbours : and they were persuaded our army 
could not stay long among them, for want of 
corn ; and again, though every thing should fall 
out contrary to their expectation, yet they were 
very powerful at sea. They well knew that the 
Romans had neither any number of ships, nor 
were acquainted with the shallows, ports, and 
islands of the place, where they were to carry 
on the war : and that the practice of navigation 
was quite a different thing in a narrow sea, and 
on the wide and open ocean. Having entered 
into this resolution, they fortify their towns, 
convey the corn from the country into the cities: 
and get together all the shipping they could to 
Venetia, where it was thought Csesar would 
begin the war. They engaged as associates to 
themselves in this war, the Osismii, the Lexovii, 
the Nannetes, the Ambiliati, the Morini, the 
Diablintes, and the Menappii : and sent for 
auxiliaries out of Britain, which lies over against 
this country. 

X. These were the difficulties in carrying on 

the war, which we mentioned above, but yet 

many things induced Caesar to undertake this 

war; such as, their insolence in detaining the 

Homan knights, the rebellion raised «i.i\>et ^ ^wc- 

render, the revolt after hostages \\ad\>eew ^vvfew> 
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the combination of so many states : and above 
all, lest, upon bis neglecting this point, other 
nations should think themselves at liberty to do 
the same. Wherefore, as he understood, that 
almost all the Gauls were fond of revolutions, 
and were easily and speedily roused to war, and 
that all men naturally loved liberty and abhorred 
a state of slavery ; before any more states should 
enter into the combination, he thought proper 
to divide his army, and distribute it into dif- 
ferent quarters. 

XI. Accordingly he dispatches T. Labienus 
his lieutenant with the cavalry to the Treviri, 
who are situated next to the river Rhine. Him 
he orders to visit the Remi, and the rest of the 
Belgse, and keep them in obedience; and oppose 
the Germans, if in the way of force they should 
attempt to cross the river in boats. He orders 
P. Crassus with twelve legionary cohorts, and a 
great party of horse, to march into Aquitania, 
lest from this country auxiliaries should be sent 
into Gaul, and such powerful nations united. 
He dispatches Q. Titurius Sabinus his lieu- 
tenant, with three legions, to the Unelli, Curio- 
solitse, and Lexovii, to take care to keep them 
disunited. Young D. Brutus he sets over the 
fleet, and the Gallic vessels, which he had given 
orders to get together from among the Pictones, 
and the Santoni, and the other provinces that 
continued in obedience ; and orders him to sail 
toward the Veneti, as soon as he could. He 
himself marched away thVlVv^T ^VCcv \>sNfc *l^'5\. \s^ 
land. 
XIL The situation o^ tWvc \.o>nxv^ ^^^^S 
rally such, that being buWt on xXve e*x^«^ 
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capes and promontories, they neither afforded 
access by land after the tide had rushed in from 
the main, which happened always twice in the 
space of twenty-four hours ; nor by shipping, 
because again upon the ebbing of the tide, the 
vessels were like to be dashed to pieces on the 
shallows. Thus by both impediments the storm- 
ing of the towns was obstructed : and, if per- 
chance at any time the townsmen, mastered by 
the hugeness of the works, the sea having been 
excluded by a bank and mounts, and these equal 
in height almost to the walls of the town, began 
to despair of their case ; bringing up a great 
number of ships, of which they had prodigious 
store, they carried off all their effects, and betook 
themselves to the next towns : and there again 
defended themselves by the same advantages of 
situation. This they practised the more easily 
a great part of the summer, because our ships 
were kept back by storms ; and the danger of 
sailing in that wide and open sea was extremely 
preat, the tides being strong, and the havens 
gretty distant from one another, and very few in 
number. 

XIII. For their ships were built and rigged in 

this manner: Their bottoms were somewhat 

flatter than those of our vessels, that they might 

the more easily admit of shallows, and the ebbing 

of the tide : their forecastles were raised very high, 

and in like manner were their poops, fitted for 

the boisterousness of the billows and storms ; the 

ships were built entirely of oak,foTeuduringany 

^/ud of stress and rough handViivg \ l\v^ s^^v^ ^ot 

^'he rowersy being planks of a iool \xv >ot^^^i\v. 
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were fastened with iron nails, of the thickness of 
an inch ; their anchors were made fast to iron 
chains, instead of cables ; and in place of sails 
they had skins, and thin dressed leather, either 
for want of canvass, and ignorant of its use ; or 
else, which is more probable, because they ima- 
gined such a raging ocean, and violent gales of 
wind, were not to be resisted, and ships of such 
burden conveniently enough managed by sails of 
this sort. The conflict our fleet had with these 
ships was such, that they had the better of 
them only in nimbleness of motion, and plying 
of the oars; all other things, considering the 
situation of the place, and the fury of the 
tempests, were better fitted and more adapted 
on their side : for neither could our ships harm 
them with their beaks (such was their firm- 
ness); nor were darts easily thrown into them, 
on account of their height; and for the same 
reason were less easily locked in by the rocks. 
To this was added, that when a breeze began to 
freshen, and they had suffered themselves to drive 
before the wind, they could both more easily 
endure the storm, and ride more safely on the 
shallows, and when left by the tide had nothing 
to fear from rocks and shelves: of all which 
things the hazard was much to be dreaded by our 
vessels. 

XIV. Caesar, after taking a good many towns, 
when he found that so much fatigue was under- 
gone to no purpose, that the enemy's escape upon 
taking the town could ne\lVv«c>o^ Y^^N^-oX^^^^'^jt 

damage done them, resolved lo^^^^.^^^"^"^^^^ 
and when it arrived, and w».a ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 
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enemy, about 220 of their ships, well equipp^c^ 
and provided with all sorts of arms, sailing oa^ 
of the harbour, drew up over against ours : oor 
was it clear to Brutus, who commanded the fleet, 
or the tribunes of the soldiers and centurions, to 
whose charge the several ships were assigned, 
what they should do, or what method of fighting 
they should use : for they knew that no damage 
could be done by the beaks ; and though turrets 
were erected on the decks, yet the height of the 
poops of the barbarians' ships overtopped them ; 
so that from our inferior situation darts could not 
be discharged with sufficient advantage, and those 
thrown by the Gauls came down with greater 
violence. One thing provided by our men was 
of great service, viz. sharp hooks, clapt on and 
fastened to poles, in shape not unlike the hooks 
used in demolishing walls at a siege. When with 
these the ropes, which fastened the yards to the 
masts, were seized and stretched, by pushing 
away the ship with the oars, they were rent 
asunder ; upon the tearing away of which, the 
yards of necessity dropped down, so that, whereas 
all the hopes of the Gallic fleet depended on their 
sails and rigging, these being taken ofl^, the whole 
use of their ships was taken away at the same 
time. The remaining part of the dispute de- 
pended on courage; in which our men easily 
excelled, and that the more, as the action was 
carried on in the sight of Csesar, and the whole 
army ; so that no exploit any way gallant could 
escape observation ; for all the hills, and rising 
S'^ounds, from whence there was a neat ^tos-^^eX 
'O the sea, were covered with the arm^. 
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XV. The sailyards, as we said, being broken 
down, the soldiers, with the utmost fury, endea- 
voured to board the enemy's ships, though two 
or three of their vessels surrounded each of ours. 
Which after the barbarians perceived to be the 
case, and after a great many of their ships were 
taken, as no relief against this misfortune could 
be found, they endeavoured to obtain safety by 
flight. And, having now turned their ships 
toward that quarter to which the wind directed, 
all on a sudden such a calm and stillness ensued, 
that they could not stir out of the place. Which 
accident truly was extremely favourable for 
putting an end to the affair, for our men pursuing 
took them one by one, so that but very few of all 
their number, by the coming on of the night, 
escaped to land, after they had fought almost from 
the fourth hour until sunset. 

XVI. By which battle was ended the war with 
the Veneti, and the whole sea-coast : for as all 
the youth, and also all those of maturer age, who 
were men of wisdom or high station, had assem- 
bled thither, and had also brought together all 
the shipping, which they any where had; all 
which being lost, the rest neither knew whither to 
fly, nor how to defend their towns. Wherefore 
they surrendered themselves, and all they had, to 
Caesar ; on whom Caesar resolved to inflict ven- 
geance the more severely, to the end that the 
privilege of ambassadors in time coming might 
be maintained by barbarians with greater care. 
Wherefore, having i^wl «X\ \.VkK« %^\ss^ss^% "vs^ "^jj^*. 
sword, he sold tVie xesX iot ^v^^'e.. «c«nss« 

XVII. W liWst tVvesft XXvvxi^^ ^^'^ ^^vcw^^ 
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the Veneti, Q. Titurius Sabinus arrives in the 
country of the Unelli, with the forces which he 
had received the charge of from Caesar. Over 
these Viridovix presided, and held the chief 
command of all the states that had revolted; 
from among which he had collected an army, 
and a mighty force. And during these few days 
the Aulerci Eburovices, and the Lexovii, having 
murdered their senators, because they refused 
to sanction the war, shut their gates, and 
joined themselves with Viridovix ; a vast number 
moreover of desperate fellows and highwaymen 
had flocked together from all parts of Gaul, whom 
the hopes of plunder, and a desire for war, called 
off from husbandry and daily labour. Sabinus, 
on a spot convenient for every purpose, kept 
himself within his camp ; whilst Viridovix en- 
camped over against him at the distance of two 
miles, and drawing out his forces every day, gave 
an opportunity of battle, insomuch that Sabinus 
was now come into contempt, not only with the 
enemy, but was even somewhat upbraided with the 
. banters of our own men : and such an impression 
of cowardice did he create, that the enemy now 
had the assurance to come up to the rampart of 
the camp. He behaved thus on pretence, that he 
did not think it proper for a lieutenant to engage 
with such a number of enemies, especially when 
he was absent who had the chief command, 
unless on favourable ground, or some advantage 
given. 
XVIIL After confirming thvs suspicion of 
■owardice, be made choice oi a pexsotv pto^et ^ot 
'^purpose and subtle, being one oi l^io^^ 0^\^«.. 
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whom he had along with him as auxiliaries. 
Him he persuades by large presents and many 
promises, to go over to the enemy ; and instructs 
him as to what he inclined should be done. Who 
being arrived among them as a deserter, sets forth 
the consternation of the Romans : informs them, 
to what straits Caesar himself was reduced by the 
Veneti: and that Sabinus was on the point of 
drawing his army next night out of the camp 
privately, and marching away to Caesar, for his 
relief. Upon hearing of which, all cried out, that 
an opportunity of managing their business to pur- 
pose was not to be let slip ; and that they must 
needs go to the Roman camp. Many things 
encouraged the Gauls to this resolution : the 
hesitation of Sabinus for several days past ; the 
certain intelligence from the deserter ; want of 
victuals, against which provision had been made 
by them with too little care ; their expectation 
with respect to the war against the Veneti ; and 
that men generally believe a thing that they wish. 
Spurred on by these motives, they would not 
suffer Viridovix, and the other officers, to stir out 
of the council, till leave should be granted by 
them to take arms, and to go to the camp. 
Which being granted, they march to the camp 
in high spirits, as if the victory had been already 
gained, having provided fascines and faggots, 
wherewith to fill up the Roman trenches. 

XIX. The camp was on a rising ground, and 
a gradual ascent for about 1000 paces from the 
level. Hither they posted with great sl^^d^^%^ 
as Utile time as possible ra\g^\\.\i% ^n%w '<i«v<&^^^- 
mans to rally and arm iYvemse\Ne^, ^w^^<a'^«^ 
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came up quite out of breath. Sabinus having 
encouraged his men, gives them the signal, now 
eagerly wishing for it. Whilst the enemy were 
much incumbered, by reason of the burdens of 
fascines which they carried, he orders a sally to 
be made suddenly at two of the gates. It hap- 
pened by advantage of situation, by the enemy's 
want of skill, and their fatigue, by the bravery 
of our soldiers, and their experience in former 
battles, that they could not bear so much as one 
shock of our men, and that instantly they turned 
their backs. And our men in full vigour pursued 
them impeded, and slaughtered vast num- 
bers of them ; the horse pursuing the rest, 
left few of those who had escaped from the rout. 
Thus, at the same time, Sabinus was informed 
of the engagement by sea, and Caesar of the vic- 
tory of Sabinus : and all the states immediately 
surrendered themselves to Titurius. For as the 
temper of the Gauls is brisk and forward to en- 
gage in wars, so their spirit is soft, and unresisting 
in bearing misfortunes. 

XX. Much about the same time, P. Crassus, 
having arrived in Aquitania, which quarter, as 
was before said, both for extent of country, and 
number of people, is to be reckoned as a third 
part of Gaul, and finding he had a war to manage 
in the place, where a few years before the lieu- 
tenant L. Valerius Praeconinus, upon his army 
being routed, had been slain, and out of which 
the proconsul L. Manilius had fled, with the loss 
of bis baggage, thought it behoved him to take 
J22ore than ordinary care. "WYieTeioTfe, >aa.V\w^ 
^ovided corn, procured auxiWatVes, aivdc^N^x^^ 
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besides many men of valour from Tolsa, Carcosa, 
and Narbo, which are frontier cities of the Ro- 
man province in Gaul, who were expressly called 
up from these parts, he led his army into the 
confines of the Sotiates. And upon intelligence 
of their arrival, the Sotiates, having got together 
a great many forces, and cavalry, in which they 
were exceedingly strong, attacking our army on 
their march, engaged first in a skirmish with the 
horse ; afterwards upon their horse being routed, 
and whilst ours were pursuing, all on a sudden 
they presented their infantry, which they had 
lodged in a valley by way of ambuscade. These, 
falling upon our men, disordered with the pursuit, 
renewed the battle. 

XXI. The fight was maintained a long time, 
and with great fury ; whilst the Sotiates, relying 
on their former success, imagined the preserva- 
tion of all Aquitania depended on their gallant 
behaviour; and our men were ambitious to have 
it appear, what they were able to do without their 
general, and without the other legions, with a 
young man for their leader : the enemy however 
being quite covered with wounds, turned their 
backs: a great number of whom being cut off", Cras- 
sus in his way began to besiege the capital city of 
the Sotiates : and when these made a stout resist- 
ance, he erected vinese and turrets. After having 
one while attempted to make a sally, and ano- 
ther while digged passages under ground to the 
mount and vineae, in which practice the Aquitani 
are extremely skillful, because with. t^Nftssa. ^i^sstfe 
are in many places mme^ ^i Xst^^ss^s ^V'k^ '^^'^^ 
found that, by reason ot XNv^Vsi^x^^X'^^ ^^ "^^ ^ 
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no advantage could be gained by these means, 
they sent deputies to Crassus, and begged that 
he would admit them to a surrender. Upon ob- 
taining which request, being ordered to deliver 
up their arms, they complied. 

XXII. And whilst the attention of all our men 
was fixed on this affair, Adcantuannus, who had 
the chief command, at another quarter of the town, 
with 600 sworn friends, (whom they call Soldurii: 
whose custom is, to enjoy all conveniences of life 
in common with those, to whose^friendship they 
had given up themselves : and if any thing dis- 
astrous befall them, either to share the same 
fortune with them, or kill themselves : nor as yet 
in the memory of man has any one been found, 
who refused to die, upon his being cut off, to 
whose friendship he had devoted himself:) with 
these I say, Adcantuannus attempted to make an 
elopement, but a shout being set up at that part 
of the works, upon the soldiers running to arms, 
and after a smart skirmish on the spot, he was 
driven back again into the town, but obtained 
however from Crassus, to be allowed the same 
terms of surrender. 

XXIII. Crassus having received their arms, 
and hostages, marched away to the confines of 
the Vocates and Tarusates. But then the barba- 
rians being much enraged, upon finding that a 
city fortified both by the nature of its situation, 
and by art, was taken within a few days after 
the arrival of the Romans, began to dispatch 

ambassadors into all quarters, to enter into a 

confederacy^ to give mutuaV \\oal^^e^^ ^w^ \^^^ 

forces. Deputies are also seivl loVXvo^^ %\.^\ft»^ 
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which belong to Hither Spain, and border on 
Aquitania ; auxiliaries and officers are asked 
thence, on whose arrival they endeavour to 
carry on the war with mighty ostentation, and 
with a vast number of forces. And those are 
chosen commanders who had been along with 
Q. Sertorius during all the years of his wars in 
Spain, and were reputed to have the greatest 
knowledge in military affairs. These, after the 
manner of the Roman people, began to seize on 
places of advantage, to fortify their camp, and 
cut off our men from provisions. Which when 
Crassus perceived, and considered, that his 
forces could not safely be divided on account of 
the smallness of their number, and that the 
enemy might spread abroad, and beset the passes, 
and yet leave a sufficient garrison in their camp ; 
that corn and provisions on that account could 
less conveniently be brought in to him ; and 
that the number of the enemy was daily increas- 
ing: he thought it proper not to delay, but have 
the matter brought to a decisive battle. And 
having proposed the affair to a council of war, 
when he found they were all of the same 
opinion, he appointed the day following for the 
battle. 

XXIV. Wherefore, drawing out all his forces 
by dawn of day, after having ranged them in a 
double line, and disposed the auxiliaries in the 
midst ; he waited to see, what resolution the 
enemy would take. But they thought they fancied 
that on account of their numbers, «>.w^l\\Ka«xv^v23«^ 
reputation in war, and tW arasiXV w\sxks^'k« ^^ '^^'^^ 
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men, they might engage with safety, yet thought 
it safer, by blocking up the passes, and intercept- 
ing convoys, to obtain a victory without any 
wound at all : and if the Romans for want of 
provisions should begin to make a retreat, they 
resolved to attack them impeded in the march, 
and under their baggage, and whilst they were 
dispirited. This resolution being approved of 
by the officers, though the Roman army was 
drawn out, they kept themselves within their 
camp. Crassus, after perceiving the design, 
and whilst the enemy being intimidated with the 
shifting conduct of their leaders, and the sus- 
picion thence conceived, had rendered our men 
more eager for engaging, and exclamations 
among all were heard, that they must not be 
any longer waited for, but that they would go 
to the camp ; (Crassus, I say,) having encou- 
raged his men, marched away, all desiring it, to 
the enemy's camp. 

XXV. There, whilst some were filling up the 
ditch ; and others, by throwing a multitude of 
darts, forced the defenders from the rampart and 
the works, and the auxiliaries, whom Crassus, 
as to the matter of fighting, did not much trust, 
by carrying stones and darts to the soldiers, and 
bringing turf to the mount, made the appearance 
and show of men engaged: and whilst the enemy 
were fighting with constancy and intrepidity, 
and their darts thrown from the higher ground, 
were coming down not without doing execution ; 
the horse having taken a turn round the enemy's 
camp, brought word to Crass\xs> ^^va.^. ^^ fiassx:^ 1^^ 
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was not fortified with the same care on the side 
of the Decuman gate, and would afford an easy 
entrance. 

XXVI. Crassus, beseeching the cavalry-officers 
to animate their men with considerable rewards 
and promises, informs them what he thought fit 
to have done. They, as had been ordered, lead- 
ing out four cohorts, that having been left by 
way of garrison in the camp, were quite free 
from fatigue, and bringing them about by a 
longer way, that they might not be observed 
from the enemy's camp, and whilst the eyes and 
minds of all were fixed on the engagement, 
quickly arrived at that part of the rampart which 
we mentioned, and having demolished it, took 
their station within the enemy's camp, before it 
could with certainty be perceived or discovered 
by them, what was being done. And then, a 
shout being heard from that quarter, our men, 
with renewed vigour, as is generally wont to 
happen upon the hopes of victory, began to 
charge with greater fury. The enemy being 
every where surrounded, and their affairs all in a 
desperate condition, made strong efforts to jump 
over the rampart, and seek safety by flight. 
Whom the cavalry having pursued in a wide 
extended plain, and out of the number of 50,000, 
which number it is certain had flocked together 
from Aquitania and from among the Cantabrians, 
having left scarcely a fourth part, returned late 
at night to the camp. 

XXVII. Upon the news of t\vva. Vs?»Je\^^ 
the greatest part of A^qmlaivva. wxtx^^^^;^^ 
to CrassuSf and voluntarW^ %c«v\. V\:«^ ^^'^' 
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tages : among which number were the Tarbelli, 
the Bigerriones, Preciani, Vocates, Tarusates, 
Elusates, Garites, Ausci, Garumni, Sibuzates, 
and Cocosates. A few of the most distant states 
neglected to do this, trusting to the season of the 
year, because winter was at hand. 

XXVI II. Much about the same time Caesar, 
though the summer was now almost spent ; yet, 
because the Morini and Menapii, who were in 
arms, remained untouched, after all Gaul was 
subdued, and had never sent deputies to him, to 
treat about a peace : and thinking this war 
might soon be finished, conducted his army 
thither : but they had resolved to manage the 
war in quite another manner, than the rest of 
the Gauls had done. For, because they knew 
that the most potent states in Gaul, which had 
engaged in battle with the Romans, had been 
routed and vanquished, and as they had in their 
country continued woods and fens, thither they 
conveyed themselves, and all their effects. At 
the entrance to which woods when Caesar arrived, 
and had begun to fortify his camp ; and no enemy 
in the mean time appeared ; all on a sudden, 
whilst our men were scattered up and down on 
their respective services, they sallied out from all 
parts of the wood, and made a violent assault 
upon us. But our men quickly took to arms ; 
and drove them back into the woods ; and, after 
having killed a great many of them, by pur- 
suing too far among the thickets, lost a few of 
their men. 
XXIX, During the few d^^a o^ awmToi^t ^i^ci^ 
remained, Caesar resolves to c\xt do^uVJaa^^^^^^ 
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and, that no assault might be made upon the sol- 
diers in their flank, while unarmed and not aware 
of the danger, all the timber that was cut down, 
he applied and disposed by way of fence against 
the enemy, and piled it up on both flanks instead 
of a rampart. But after a great deal of ground 
was cleared with incredible dispatch in a few days, 
and when now the enemy's cattle and the baggage 
in their rear were seized by our men, and they 
themselves had retired to the thicker parts of the 
wood ; such storms came on, that the undertaking 
was of necessity laid aside, and the soldiers by 
reason of the continued rains were no longer able 
to lie in tents covered with skins. Wherefore, 
having laid all their country waste, and burnt 
their villages and houses, Caesar led back his 
army, and settled his men in winter quarters 
among the Aulerci, and the Lexovii, and the 
other states that had made the last insurrection. 



BOOK IV. 

I. During the winter that followed, which was 
the year in which Cn. Pompey and M. Crassus 
were consuls, the Germans called Usipetes, and 
also the Tench theri, with a vast number of people, 
crossed the river Rhine, not far from the sea, 
into which the Rhine flows. The reason of their 
crossing the Rhine was ; because having been 
harassed for several years by the Suevi, they 
were oppressed with war, and\i\xi^et^^^'tws^^^7 
lowing husbandry. The nalvoTi oi >;Jcl^ ^^^i^fe^*^'^^ 
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by far the greatest, and the most warlike of all 
the Germans. They are said to have an hundred 
cantons : out of which for the purpose of war, 
they send yearly from their country a thousand 
soldiers for each canton, the rest, who stay at 
home, maintain both themselves and them. These 
again the year after in their turn are in arms; 
and those stay at home. Thus neither husbandry, 
nor the art and practice of war, are neglected: 
but with them there is no private and separate 
property of ground : nor is any one allowed to 
continue longer than a year in one place, by way 
of residence : nor do they live much on com, but 
for the most part on milk and flesh, and are much 
employed in hunting : which circumstance, both 
by the nature of their food, and their daily exer- 
cise, and free manner of life (for having been 
accustomed from their infancy to no employment 
or discipline, they do nothing at all contrary to 
inclination) both improves their strength, and 
makes them men of a huge stature of body. And 
to such a custom have they brought themselves, 
that in the very coldest places they have no 
clothes except skins, by reason of the smallness 
whereof a great part of their body is bare, and 
they bathe in rivers. 

II. Merchants are admitted among them, to 
the end rather that they may have chapmen to 
whom they may sell what they take in war ; than 
that they want any thing to be imported to them. 
Nay, even the working cattle, in which the Gauls 
take the greatest pleasure, and which they pur- 
chase at a high price, tYie Genxiwci^ 4^ w';i\. 
use when imported ; but the \\\-s\va:^^^ «sv^ >^^^ 
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creatures, that are bred among themselves, these 
by daily exercise they bring to endure the hardest 
labour. In an engagement of cavalry they fre- 
quently jump off their horses, and iight on foot ; 
and accustom their horses to stay still in the same 
spot, to which, when there is occasion, they retreat 
with great nimbleness ; nor according to their 
fashions is anything esteemed more shameful, or 
silly, than to use saddles. Accordingly they 
have the courage, though they be but few, to make 
head against any number of cavalry using saddles. 
They do not si^er wine to be imported to them 
at any rate, because by it they imagine men are 
rendered too soft and effeminate for enduring 
toil. 

III. They reckon it the highest honour to 
their nation, that the countries on their border 
lie waste for a great way round : for by this is 
shewn, that a vast number of nations are not able 
to withstand their valour. Accordingly the coun- 
try on one side of the Suevi is said to be desolate 
for about 600 miles. On their other side are the 
Ubii, whose country, considering the condition 
of the Germans, was large and flourishing, and 
who are somewhat more refined than those of 
the same descent, and the rest of the Germans ; 
and that because they lie on the Rhine, and 
merchants come very frequently among them, and 
that they are accustomed, by reason of their 
neighbouring situation, to the manners of the 
Gauls. When the Suevi had often tried these in 
many wars, and by reason of the lar^ewe;^^ «.\njL 
potency of their state, co\i\^ ivoX. «^^^ ^«as. 
from the country, yet they ma^e Wieov ^O^vt nxv- 



100 CJfiSAR's WARS IN GAUIi. [bOOK 

butaries, and reduced them to a much lower and 
weaker condition. 

IV. In the same case were the Usi petes and 
Tenchtheri, whom we mentioned above, who for 
a good many years made a stand against the 
oppression of the Suevi : at last, however, being 
forced from their country, and having wandered 
through many places of Germany for three years 
together, they came to the Rhine : in which 
quarter the Menapii dwelt, and had lands, honses, 
and villages, on both banks of the river. But 
being affrighted at the arrival of such a number (of 
foreigners,) they withdrew from the dwellings, 
which they had on the other side of the river ; 
and planting guards on this side the Rhine, 
endeavoured to hinder the Germans from crossing. 
And they, after trying all methods, as they could 
neither dispute their passage by force, for want 
of shipping, nor get over clandestinely on 
account of the guards of the Menapii, pre* 
tended that they were returning into their 
own settlements and country ; and, after hav- 
ing proceeded three days march, returned 
back again ; and this whole journey being per- 
formed by their cavalry in one night, they cut off 
the Menapii while unapprised and not aware of 
the danger, who having been informed by their 
scouts of the retreat of the Germans, had gone 
back, without any apprehension, to their villages 
beyond the Rhine. Having put these to the 
sword, and seized their vessels, they crossed the 
river, before the rest of the Menapii, who were 
quiet in their habitations on t\us »v^^ VXi^^VvRa^ 
Aad notice of the matter ; and IaVatv^ ^o%%e%«vQTv 
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of all their houses, fed themselves the remaining 
part of the winter with their provisions. 

V. Caesar having intelligence of these pro- 
ceedings, and fearing the fickleness of the Gauls, 
because they are easily moved to take resolu- 
tions, and generally fond of novelty, thought 
nothing was to be entrusted to them. For it is the 
manner of the Gauls, to force travellers to stop 
even against their will ; and inquire what each 
of them has heard or learned of any affair ; and 
in towns the common people flock round mer- 
chants and oblige them to declare from what 
countries they have come, and what news they 
know of there. And impressed ^ith these 
rumours and reports, they often enter into mea- 
sures with respect to affairs of the highest im- 
portance : of which they must needs quickly 
repent : since they are led b} uncertain reports: 
and most people tell them stories contrived to 
gratify their humour. 

YI. Which custom being known, Caesar, that 
he might not be exposed to too heavy a war, sets 
out for the army earlier than he had been used 
to do. Upon his arrival, he found the thing had 
happened, which he had imagined would come to 
pass : that embassies had been dispatched by 
some of the states (of Gaul) to the Germans ; and 
that they bad been invited to come off from the 
Rhine ; and assured that every thing that they 
desired should be provided for them. The 
Germans, buoyed up with these hopes, were 
now strolling abroad more at lat^^^^ ^kcA V^a.^ 
arrived at the confines oi i\ve 'E^i\«Q«i^"e»'» ^^ 
Condrusi, who are under Viomas*^ to Oaa'^^^'^'^*^' 
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Caesar, after summoning the princes of Gaul, 
thought proper to take no notice of the things 
of which he had been informed ; and therefore 
having soothed and confirmed their minds in 
their allegiance, and ordered them to furnish 
some horse, he resolved to carry on the war with 
the Germans. 

VII. After providing corn, and a select body 
of horse, he began to direct his march toward 
the place in which he heard the Germans were, 
from whom he was distant but a few days' march: 
from whom deputies arrive, whose speech was 
as follows : " That the Germans did not 
make war upon the Roman people first ; nor 
would they avoid however to dispute with them 
in arms if provoked ; because it was a custom 
of the Germans, handed down from their ances- 
tors, whoever made war, to oppose them, not to 
use entreaties : this however they would ac- 
knowledge, that they had come hither against 
their inclination, having been expelled their 
own country. If the Romans wished for their 
friendship, they might be useful allies to them : 
and let them either assign them lands, or suffer 
them to keep what they had taken possession of 
by force of arms : that to the Suevi only they 
would submit ; to whom even the immortal gods 
could not be a match ; that there were none else 
upon earth, whom they were not able to con- 
quer." 

VIII. To this Caesar replied what he thought 
proper, but the conclusion of his speech was: 
*^ that he wouli have no a\\va.ncfe V\\)ol \X\«av^\^ 

^Aejr continued in Gaul; and tWv. \x. >n^% ^^x. 
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reasonable, that they who had not been able to 
defend their own country, should seize upon that 
of others : that there were no lands lying waste 
in Gaul, that could be given away, especially to 
such a number of people, without wronging the 
inhabitants : but they might, if they pleased, settle 
in the country of the Ubii : whose ambassadors 
he said, were present with him, and were com- 
plaining of the oppression of the Suevi, and 
entreating assistance from him. And that he 
would give orders to the Ubii on this head." 

IX. The deputies said, " they would report this 
to their countrymen ; and, having consulted the 
matter, would return the third day after to Caesar :" 
and in the meantime begged, " he would not ap- 
proach nearer them with his army." Caesar re- 
plied: "that even this could not be granted ;" for 
he had got notice, that a considerable party of 
horse had been sent by them some days before 
this over the Maese toward the Ambivariti, with 
a design to plunder and forage. And he imagined 
these horse were expected back, and that the 
delay was proposed on that account. 

X. The Mease rises from Mount Vosegus, 
which is in the territories of the Lingones, and 
having received from the Rhine the branch 
that is called Vehalis, it forms the isle of 
the Batavi, and not above eighty miles from 
it, it falls into the ocean. But the Rhine 
has its rise among the Lepontii, who dwell 
on the Alps, and flows with a rapid current for 
a long way through the territories of i\v^ ^i-^ctxi.- 
netes, HeJvetii, Sequani, Med\OTaaX.YVQsv^^^^^^^ 

and Treviri : and, upon its ap^TO^^Osv X.^ ^^ ^^"^ 
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divides into several branches, and having formed 
many large islands, a great part whereof are 
inhabited by savage and barbarous people (among 
whom are those, who are supposed to Hve on fish, 
and the eggs of wild fowl) it flows by several mouths 
into tho ocean. 

XI. When Caesar was not above twelve miles 
from the enemy, the deputies, as had been agreed, 
returned to him : who meeting him upon his 
march, earnestly entreated him not to proceed 
any further. When they could not obtcdn this, 
they begged him <* to dispatch a messenger to the 
cavalry, that had marched away before fiie army, 
and keep them from fighting; and allow them 
time to send deputies to the Ubii : and declared 
if their princes and senate would pledge their 
faith by oath, they would accept the offer that 
was made by Caesar : and desired he would grant 
them the space of three days to negociate this 
affair.*' Caesar imagined all this tended to the 
same purpose, that, during the interval of three 
days, their horse, that were absent, might return : 
he told them however that " he would not pro- 
ceed further than four miles that day, and that on 
the account of water : and ordered as many of 
them as possible to wait on him next day, that he 
might examine into their demands." In the mean 
tinie he dispatches messengers to the officers, 
that had marched away before with all the 
cavalry, to enjoin them not to provoke the enemy 
to fight : and, if they were attacked, to maintain 
their ground, till he came up with the army. 
^IL But the enemy, as soon as l\vft^ ^^^ ^>i:« 
cavalry, of which there was tW uxxmbet o^ 5^QSii 
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though they had not above 800 horse ; because 
those, that had gone a foraging over the Mease, 
were not yet returned : and whilst our men were 
under no fears, because their deputies a little 
before had gone away from Caesar, and this day 
had been demanded by them for a day of truce, 
making a furious onset, quickly disordered our 
troops : and again upon our men rallying, they 
jumped, according to their usual way, from their 
horses to their feet ; and stabbing our horses in 
the belly, and throwing down a great many of 
our riders, they put the rest to flight ; and so 
plied them under the panic, that they did not 
stop in their flight, till they were come within 
sight of our army. In this skirmish 74 of our 
cavalry were slain. Among these was Piso of 
Aquitania, a man of great courage, and descended 
of a very noble family, whose grand-father had 
formerly been possessed of the sovereign power 
in his own country, and had been called friend by 
our senate. Whilst he was endeavouring to relieve 
his brother that was enclosed by the enemy, and 
had rescued him from danger ; he himself being 
thrown from his wounded horse, made a brave 
resistance as long as he could. But being sur- 
rounded on all sides, after receiving many wounds, 
he fell : and his brother, who had now got out of 
the fleld, observing this at a distance, putting 
spurs to his horse, rode in among the enemy, and 
was killed. 

XIII. This skirmish being ended, Caesar wcsnr 
judged it proper neither to ^Vy^ ^xsl^v^^cv^^ "^^ ^*^ 
puties, nor admit of offers ^xom ^ ^^5^?^"^"^ 
after suing for peace in tVie nwj o\ v.^^^ 
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artifice, had made war without provocation. 
And to wait till the enemy's army should be re- 
inforced, and their cavalry return, he deemed to 
be the height of madness : and as he knew the 
fickle temper of the Gauls, he could guess, what 
a mighty reputation the enemy already by this 
one skirmish would have acquired among them : 
to whom he was of opinion no time ought to be 
allowed for concerting measures. After having 
come to a resolution as to these points, and the 
design being agreed upon wijth his lieutenants 
and questor not to let slip any opportunity of 
battle ; a very lucky accident happened, for next 
day in the morning a considerable body of the 
Germans, consisting of all their grandees and 
elderly men, pursuing the same methods of trea- 
chery and dissimulation, came to the camp to 
Caesar ; at the same time, as was pretended, to 
excuse themselves for having engaged the day 
before in a skirmish, contrary to what had been 
agreed, and they themselves had requested ; and 
withal to obtain a truce by fraudulent conduct, if 
they could. And Caesar being much pleased that 
they were fallen into his hands, ordered them to 
be detained ; after this, he drew all his forces out 
of the camp ; and enjoined the cavalry, because 
he imagined they were daunted with the late 
skirmish, to follow the army. 

XIV. Drawing up his army in three lines, 

and quickly performing a march of eight miles, 

he arrived at the enemy's camp, before the Ger- 

mans could perceive what was \>e\ii^ dawe, who, 

Ife/ng UDexpectedly alarmed by evex^ catcxsmi- 

^^ance, both with the quickness o^ owx ^.^^xo^Ot^, 
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and the absence of their own grandees, and their 
having time neither to concert measures, nor 
repair to arms, were confounded, not knowing 
whether it would be better to lead out their 
forces against the enemy, or defend their camp, 
or endeavour to seek safety by flight. Whose 
consternation being discovered by their noise 
and hurry, our men, enraged on account of their 
treachery the day before, rushed into the camp ; 
those of them that could readily get hold of their 
arms, made a stand against our men for a little, 
and joined battle among their cars and carriages, 
but the remaining multitude of boys and women 
(for with all that were theirs they had quitted their 
home, and crossed the Rhine) every where began 
to fly, in pursuit of whom Caesar dispatched the 
cavalry. 

XV. The Germans, upon hearing a noise 
behind them, and seeing their relations put to 
the sword, throwing away their arms, and aban- 
doning the military standards, rushed out of the 
camp : and when they were come to the con- 
course of the Maese and Rhine, despairing of any 
further escape, after a great number were cut off, 
the rest threw themselves into the river, and there 
perished, being borne down with fear, weariness, 
and the force of the stream. Our soldiers were 
all safe to a man, and very few wounded, who, 
after the terror of such a war was thus removed, 
the number of the enemy being 430,000, re- 
turned to the camp. Caesar granted those^ 
whom he had detained m \i\^ c'mxv^^ \<kssn^ ^s^ 
depart. But they being a^x^Iv^ q'I V^^^ '^^'^^^ 
ment and torture from the Gaa\», >«Vo%^ ^^^^^ 
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they had harassed, replied, that they inclined ti 
continue with him. And Caesar gave them leave 
to do so. 

XVI. The war with the Germans being ended, 
Caesar for several reasons resolved to cross the 
Rhine; of which the most sufficient was, that, 
since he observed the Germans were so easily 
induced to come over into Gaul, he wished 
that they likewise should be brought under fears 
for their own concerns at home ; upon their 
finding, that the army of the Roman people both 
were able, and had the courage to cross the 
Rhine. And to this was added that the party of 
horse belonging to the Usipetes, and Tenchtheri, 
who, I said above, had crossed the Maese in 
order to plunder and forage, and were not pre- 
sent at the battle, had retired after the defeat of 
their countrymen into the confines of the Si- 
garabri beyond the Rhine, and had united them- 
selves with them. To whom when Caesar sent 
messengers, to require them to deliver up to him 
the men that had raised a war against him and 
Gaul, they made answer, *' that the Rhine bounded 
the empire of the Roman people : if he did not 
think it just for the Germans to pass into Graul 
wilhout his consent, why did he claim autho- 
rity or power in anything beyond the Rhine ?" 
And the Ubii, who alone of all the people be- 
yond the Rhine had sent deputies to Caesar, had 
entered into an alliance, and delivered hostages, 
earnestly requested him '' to come to their 
assistance, because they were grievously op- 

pressed by the Suevi ; or, if he vraa Yiiii^«t«A.^twB. 

c^o/a^ this by affairs of state, that at \«aiX. V^ 
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would transport his army over the Rhine : that 
this would be sufficient for their assistance at 
present, and ground of hope for the time to 
come ; that such was the character and reputa- 
tion of his army, even among the remotest 
nations of the Germans, acquired by defeat- 
ing Ariovistus, and by battle lately fought, 
that they might be secured against ill usage 
(from their neighbours) by the fame and friend- 
ship of the Roman people." They engaged to 
furnish a great number of vessels for transport- 
ing the army. 

XVII. Caesar, for the reasons which I have 
mentioned, resolved to cross the Rhine : but 
neither thought it safe enough, nor deemed it 
for his own reputation, or that of the people of 
Rome, to pass it by shipping. Wherefore, 
though the difficulty of making a bridge ap- 
peared to be exceedingly great, on account of the 
breadth, rapidity, and depth of the river, he was 
of opinion, however, that this ought to be at- 
tempted, or otherwise the army not to be trans- 
ported. He contrived this form of a bridge : At 
the distance of two feet he joined a pair of timber 
posts of a foot and a half square, made some- 
what sharp towards the lower end, and of a 
length proportioned to the depth of the river. 
Having let down these into the river with engines, 
he fixed them in the bottom, and drove them 
down with wooden mallets, not quite perpendi- 
cularly, after the fashion of a stake, but in a 
declining and sloping manuer^ ^<^ ^& ^<^ Vt»sv 
down the stream. Xn^ o^^o«v\fe v^ ^^^^<^>s^ 
set up another pair di ^o«X» V^vaR^ ^'^'^'^ ^ ^ 
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same manner, at the distance of forty fee^ n 

,• dining back against the stream and current a 

I the river at the bottom. Both these doubk 

\ posts were kept to this position: on the lowei 

;i part, by two braces on each side, beams of two 

) 1^ feet square being let down above for as f ar ai 

'I the division between these logs was separate: 

one of which braces being above and the other 

under the beam, and made fast to opposite 

sides of the posts, such was the firmness of the 

work, and such the structure of the parts, that 

the more impetuous the stream rushed on, the 

closer were the joints knit together. These 

beams were joined together by straight plankfl 

laid over them, and these again were covered 

- with lath and hurdles : and besides all this there 

: \ were stakes driven into the water, obliquely 

•■ below the bridge, which, being placed by wa]f 

> of buttress, and connected with all the parte 

■ \. of the work, sustained the force of the cur- 

> f rent: and there were also others placed at n 

i proper distance above the bridge : that, in case 

' 1 trunks of trees or vessels were sent down the 

river by the barbarians, to destroy the woiit 

the force of such things might be lessened 

by these fenders, that they might not hurt th< 

bridge. 

XVIIL Within ten days after the timbei 

^i began to be carried down from the woods, th( 

army was transported, the whole work having 

been finished within that time. Ceesar, leaving 

a strong guard at each end of the bridge 

marched away into the country oi iVk^ ^V^^m 

^n. In the mean time ambaaaadoTft came xk^ 



% 
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him from several nations, to whom, upon their 
suing for peace and friendship, he returned a 
gracious answer, and ordered hostages to be 
brought him. But the Sigambri, the moment 
the bridge began to be built, having taken flight 
by the advice of that party of the Tenchtheri 
and Usipetes, which they had sheltered kmong 
them, had quitted their country, and carried off 
all their effects, and hid themselves in deserts 
and woods. 

XIX. Caesar having staid a few days in their 
country, and having burnt their towns and 
buildings, and cut down their corn, retired into 
the territories of the Ubii, and having promised 
them his assistance in case they were harassed 
by the Suevi, he was informed by them as fol- 
lows: " That the Suevi, after they found by their 
scouts, that the bridge was being built, having 
called a council, according to custom, had dis- 
patched messengers to all parts of their nation, 
requiring the inhabitants to remove from the 
towns, to convey their children, wives, and all 
their effects into the woods : and all that were 
able to bear arms, to meet together in one place : j 
That this was chosen near about the middle of ' 
the provinces, which the Suevi possessed ; and 
that here they had resolved to wait the arrival of 
the Romans, and give them battle." Which 
when Caesar understood, as he had accomplished 
all the purposes for which he had taken up the 
resolution to transport his army, namely, to strike 
a terror into the Germajj^'a, lo >afe x^n^^^js^^^q^*^^ 
the Sigambri, and to de\wet vVfe\^\w.Sx^:«v^ 
iiii^asion of the Suevi, Yiavm^ %^exv\. v^^^. ^v^^ 



112 CiESAR's WARS IN GAUL. [bOOK 

days beyond the Rhine; and thinking he had 
gained sufficiently, both as to honour and inte- 
rest, he returned into Gaul, and cut down the 
bridge. 

XX. Caesar, during the short portion of sum- 
mer that remained, notwithstanding the winters 
in those parts are early, because all Gaul lies 
toward the North, yet resolved upon an expedi- 
tion into Britain, because almost in all the wars 
of Gaul, he found assistance had been furnished 
to our enemies from thence : and, though the 
time of the year should not serve for carrying 
on a war, yet he thought it would he of great 
advantage to him, if he could but visit the 
island, learn the nature of the people, and get 
acquainted with their situation, ports, and land- 
ing places : all which were in a great measure 
unknown to the Gauls. For rarely does any 
one except merchants go over there : nor even 
to them was any thing known, except the sea- 
coast, and the parts that are over against Gaul. 
Wherefore, after having called up the merchants 
to him from all parts, he could neither learn 
what was the extent of the island ; nor who, 
or of what power, the nations were that inha- 
bited it, nor what experience they had in war, 
or what sort of government they used: nor what 
were the proper harbours for a number of large 
ships. 

XXI. Wherefore to make a discovery of 
these things, he dispatches C. Volusenus, with a 

sloop of war, thinking that tYiVs^wsis ^To^er to be 

done, before he made an attempt (^to ttwi«p««\.^(>afc 

army.) Him he orders, a^tex \vav\xi^ Tvwt«y,Vj 
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viewed every things to return as soon as possible. 
He himself marches away with the whole army 
to the confines of the Morini ; because from 
thence was the shortest passage into Britain. 
Hither he orders ships to come up from all parts 
of the neighbouring provinces, and the fleet 
which he had built the former summer for the 
war with the Veniti. In the mean time, his 
design having been discovered, and told to the 
people of Britain by merchants, deputies came 
over to him from several provinces of the island, 
who promised to deliver hostages, and submit 
to the government of the people of Rome. 
Caesar, having allowed them an audience, after 
promising kindly, and encouraging them to 
continue in that resolution, sends them away 
home, and along with them one Commius, 
whom he had made king of the Atrebates, 
after they were conquered, being a man whose 
courage and conduct he was pleased with, and 
whom he took to be faithful to himself, and 
whose influence was reckoned considerable in 
that part of the world. Him he orders to visit 
as many provinces as he could ; and encourage 
them to come under allegiance to the people of 
Rome ; and acquaint them that he would 
speedily arrive among them. Volusenus, hav- 
ing viewed the country as far as was in the 
power of one who durst not go ashore, and trust 
himself to barbarians, returns the fifth day to 
Caesar, and tells him what Vv^ VvaA ^v^^^os^^'Si^ 
there, 
XXIL Whilst Caesar sta^a \w VV^^^ ^"^^^^^ 
order to equip a fleet, de^utX^^ c»x«^ ^^ 
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from a great many cantons of the Morin/^ to 
apologise for their conduct in time past, who 
confessed with regret, that being a barbarous 
set of mortals, and not acquainted with our way 
of doing, they had made war upon the Roman 
people, and they (now) promised to comply with 
orders. Caesar thinking this had fallen out very 
lucicily for him, because he did not incline to leave 
an enemy behind his back ; and had not leisure 
to prosecute a war, on account of the advanced 
season of the year ; and did not think the being 
employed in such trifling affairs was to be 
preferred to his design on Britain, orders them 
to deliver a large number of hostages. Which 
being brought, he received them into his protec- 
tion. Having provided and got together about 
eighty ships of burden, which he thought would 
be suflicient for transporting two legions : all 
the galleys he had besides, he distributed to the 
qusestors, lieutenants, and other officers. To 
these were added eighteen ships of burden that 
were wind-bound eight miles from this place, so 
that they could not get into the same port with 

f the rest. These he assigned to the cavalry, and 
the rest of the army he committed to the care 
of his lieutenants, Q. Titurius Sabinus, and L. 
Aurunculeius Cotta, to be led into the country 
of the Menapii, and into those cantons of the 
Morini, from which deputies had not come up 
to him. He ordered his lieutenant, P. Sulpi- 
e/us RuFus, to keep possession of the port with 

s^i/cA a garrison as he thoug\it was sw^cX^vvV ^vix 

^at purpose. , , > ,> 

^XIIL These matters bcmg scttXe^, ^xv^ vW 
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weather being favourable for sailing, he loosed 
about the third watch, and ordered the cavalry to 
inarch to the more distant port, and there embark, 
and follow him : by whom as this order was ex- 
ecuted somewhat slowly, he arrived by himself 
on the coast of Britain, with the first squadron, 
about the fourth hour of the day ; and there ob- 
served the enemy's forces in arms displayed to 
view on all the hills. The situation of which 
place was this : the sea was so hemmed in by 
steep rocks, that a dart could have easily been 
thrown from the higher ground to the shore. 
Wherefore, thinking this by no means a proper 
place for landing, he waited at sfnchor, for the 
rest of the fleet coming up, till the ninth hour. 
In the mean time having called together the lieu- 
tenants and military tribunes, he both told them 
what intelligence he had got from Volusenus : 
and what he would have them do : and put them 
in mind that the nature of military business, 
and especially sea-affairs, (as being subject to 
quick and wavering motions,) required that every 
thing should be executed by them at a nod, and 
in an instant. After they were dismissed, finding 
both wind and tide favourable at the same time, 
and having given a signal, and weighed anchor, 
he sailed forward about seven miles ^from this 
placa» and stationed the fleet upon an open and 
level shore. 

XXIV. But the barbarians, upon perceiving 
the design of the Romans, sending forward their 
cavalry and chariots, which they hadheft.^^<i55Xia*- 
tomed to use for the tclosI ^^t\. \xv ^^j^J«s!k%» '^siA^ 
foiJowing after witYi iW xe^V. oi-OosLvt «sr«s?^^'^^ 
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deavoured to hinder our landing. And indeed 
there was great difficulty in the case, on the 
following accounts, viz. because our shipsy by 
reason of their large size, could not be stationed, 
but in deep water, and our soldiers in places they 
were strangers to, and whilst they could not have 
the free use of their hands, and were borne down 
with a bulky and heavy load of armour, had at 
the same instant to jump out of the ships, stand 
among the billows, and engage with the enemy: 
whereas they either on dry land, or wading but 
a very little into the water, having the free use 
of all their limbs, and on ground they were well 
acquainted with, could boldly cast their darts, and 
spur up their horses that were accustomed to such 
ways of action. By which difficulties our men 
were dismayed, and being entirely strangers to 
this way of fighting, they did not all shew the 
same briskness, and eagerness, that they had been 
wont to shew in conflicts on dry land. 

XXV. Which when Caesar perceived, he 
ordered the galleys, the form whereof was some- 
what strange to the barbarians, and which upon <( 
service were pretty nimble in their motions, to be [ 

I removed a little from the transport-vessels, and 
rowed away with oars, and stationed toward the 
open flank of the enemy, and the enemy from 
thence to be beat ofl*, and forced away froia the 
shore, by slings, arrows, and engines: Which 
contrivance was of mighty service to our men. 
For the barbarians being much surprised, both 
at the make of our galleys, and the motion of 
our oars, &nd our strange kind oi eiv^vBft», m«de 

^ pause ; and presently aftet xett^x.^^ ^ XiXJ^Xa- 
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And whilst our men hesitated about venturing 
on shore, chiefly on account of the depth of the 
sea : the standard-bearer of the tenth legion, im- 
ploring the gods, that the thing might turn out 
luckily for the legion : " Fellow-soldiers," said he, 
"jump out, unless you have a mind to give up 
your eagle to the enemy. I at least shall perform 
my duty to the commonwealth and my general." 
Having' said this with a loud voice, he leaped 
overboard, and began to advance the eagle 
toward the enemy. Upon this our men, animating 
one another, to prevent such a signal disgrace, 
jumped every one out of ship : and those of the 
neighbouring ships in the first line observing them, 
followed their example, and marched up against 
the enemy. 

XXVI. The conflict was maintained on both 
sides with great vigour. Our men, however, as 
they could neither. keep rank, nor get firm foot- 
ing, nor follow their standards, and as some from 
one ship, some from another, joined any ensign 
that came in their way, were put in great disorder. 
But the enemy being well acquainted with all the 
shallows, when from the shore they observed any 
single persons coming out of a ship, putting spurs 4 
to their horses, they would set upon them while 
impeded in the water: a great number would 
surround a few ; and others at an open flank 
would shower in darts upon multitudes. Which 
when Caesar observed, he ordered the galleys, 
long boats, and the spy sloops to be manned : 
and sent them to the relief of iKo^^^VwsjlV'^^Y*^ 
in distress. Our men, as sooti 2l% \\ver3 ^cs\.^^<^'vx»s^ 
on dry ground, and theit ie\\o\«f% ^«t^ ^^ ^'^'^ 
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up, made a brisk charge upon the enemy, eok^put 
them to flight ; but could not pursue thenct far, 
because our cavalry had not been able, by reason 
of a storm, to make good their course, and reach 
the island. This alone was wanting to complete 
Caesar's wonted success. 

XXVII. The enemy being vanquished in battle, 
so soon as they recovered themselves after their 
flight, immediately sent deputies to Caesar to treat 
about peace : they promised to give hostages, 
and submit to orders. Along with these deputies 
came Commius the Atrebatian, who, I said above, 
was sent over by Caesar into Britain. Him they 
had seized at his landing, thrown into chains, 
though as an ambassador he was carrying his 
general's message to them ; but now, after the 
battle was fought, they set him at liberty ; and 
in their suing for peace laid the blame of that 
outrage upon the mob, and begged it might be 
forgiven, on account of their ignorance. Caesar 
complained, that, after suing for peace from him 
of their own accord, by sending deputies into the 
continent of Gaul, they had made war without 
any reason, but said he pardoned their ignorance, 

' and ordered them to give hostages : part whereof 
they delivered instantly, and part that was sent 
for from places at a distance they said they would 
deliver within a few days. In the mean time 
they ordered the people to return to their farms : 
and their grandees came up from all parts, and 
began to put themselves and their country under 
CaBsar's protection, 
XXVIII. A peace by these meaua >a««i^ ^wl- 

^Juded on the fourth day after tVi^ airv^^ o^ >l\» 
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Romans in Britain, the eighteen ships, of which 
mention was made above, that had taken the 
cavalry on board, made loose from the upper 
port with a gentle breeze ; but when they had 
well nigh reached Britain, and were seen from 
the camp, such a storm arose all on a sudden, 
that none of them were able to keep to their 
course : but some of them were carried back to 
the same place from whence they came, and 
others were driven, with great danger, to the 
lower end of the island, that lies nearer to the set- 
ting of the sun : which yet, after casting anchor, 
as they were like to be filled with water, were 
obliged again to put out to sea in a stormy 
night, and stood away for the continent of 
Gaul. 

XXIX. The same night it happened to be full 
moon : which usually occasions very high tides 
in the ocean ; and this our mariners were strangers 
to. Accordingly at the same time the tide filled 
the galleys, which Cassar had employed in tran- 
sporting the army, and which he had hauled up 
to dry ground : and the storm was dashing about 
the vessels of burden, that were riding at anchor: 
nor was it at all in our power either to manage | 
them, or to do any service. Thus, several ships 
being staved to pieces, and the rest rendered 
useless for sailing, by having lost their cables, 
anchors, and other tackle, a mighty confusion 
throughout the whole army ensued ; a thing that 
must needs happen: for there were no other 
vessels to carry them back again ; and all mal«.« 
rials, that are necessafj ioi T«^«cK!Ck%^2«!>j^'^>^^'^^ 
wasting, and, as ever^ oi^^ Yxkfc^ ^^\s^^'^'^'^ 
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winter in Gaul, corn in this country, against 
winter had not been provided. 

XXX. Upon notice whereof the grandees of 
Britain, who had come up after the battle was 
fought, to submit to Caesar's command, entered 
into a concert among themselves, and as they 
knew that cavalry, and ships, and com were 
wanting to the Romans, and could guess at the 
paucity of their soldiers by the smallness of the 
camp; which too was narrower than usual, 
because Caesar had transported the legions with- 
out any baggage : they thought the thing best to 
be done was, to make a rebellion, and cut off our 
men from corn and provisions, and protract the 
affair till winter, because they were persuaded 
that upon their being vanquished, or precluded 
from returning, none afterward would come over 
into Britain with a design to make war. Where- 
fore, having again entered into a conspiracy, they 
began by degrees to withdraw from the camp, 
and privately call up the inhabitants from their 
farms. 

XXXI. But Caesar, though he had not as yet 
got notice of their design, suspected however, 
both from the fate of his fleet, and from their 
having delayed to deliver the hostages, that the 
thing would come to pass, which happened. 
Wherefore he made provision against all events, 
for he was daily carrying corn from the fields 
into the camp ; and made use of the timber and 
brass of the vessels that were most shattered for 
repairing the rest : and what else was necessary 

for this purpose^ he ordered to >afe>atwi^\.^xQ.\scL 
t/ie continent of Gaul. WV\eTeioTe, ^xX^fc^^vv^ 
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was managed with the utmost care by the sol- 
diers, twelve ships only being lost, the rest he 
made fit for sailing. 

XXXI I. Whilst these things are doing, one 
legion, which was called the seventh, being sent 
out to forage, according to custom, and there 
being till this time no suspicion of rebellion, since 
part of the natives continued at their farms, and 
part were coming and going to and from our 
camp, those who were on guard before the gates 
of the camp, acquainted Csesar, that a greater 
dust than usual appeared in that quarter toward 
which the legion went. Caesar suspecting, what 
was really the case, that some new plot was 
hatched by the barbarians, ordered the cohorts, 
that were on guard, to march along with him to 
the place, two others to mount guard in their stead, 
the rest to take arms, and follow him in all haste. 
Having marched a little farther from the camp, 
he observed his foragers overcharged by the 
enemy, and scarcely able to stand their ground, 
and the legion being crowded close together, 
darts were poured in upon them from all sides. 
For as there was but one field left, all the corn 
of the other fields being cut down ; the enemy 
guessing our foragers would come hither, had 
skulked during the night in the woods, and then 
set upon them when scattered, and when they 
had laid aside their arms, and were busy in 
reaping, and having killed a few, the rest, not 
regularly disposed in ranks, iVie^ ^wX. \\v ^^-ax 
disorder: and at the same time s\«vc»>\w^^^'^^'^^ 
with their horse and chaiioU. ^ ^^ s 

XXXIIL The manner oi ft^VWw^ "^^^^ 
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chariots is this : in the first place they driye 
round to all quarters, and cast darts, and with the 
very terror caused by their horses, and the 
rumbling noise of their wheels, they generally 
disorder the ranks : and having wrought them- 
selves in betwixt the troops of the cavalry, they 
jump out of their chariots, and fight on foot. 
Their drivers in the mean time retire a little from 
the action, and so station themselves with the 
chariot, that, in case they be overpowered by the 
enemy's numbers, they may have a free retreat 
to their friends. Thus in battles they equal the 
swiftness of cavalry, and the firmness of infantry: 
and by daily experience and practice become so 
expert, that they are accustomed on sloping and 
steep ground, to check their horses at full gallop, 
and quickly manage and turn them, and run 
along the pole, and rest on the harness, and from 
thence with great nimbleness leap back into the 
chariot. 

XXXIV. In which case, as our men were 
put in great confusion by this new way of fighting, 
Csesar in good time brought assistance : for upon 
his approach the enemy made a pause, and our 
men recovered from their fright. After which, 
thinking it an improper time to act offen- 
sively, and engage in battle, he kept his 
ground ; and, after a short interval led back 
the legions to the camp. Whilst these things 
are doing, and whilst our men were all em- 
ployedf the enemy wV\o >jf^Te left in the 
fieldsy went off. A storm £ot ^evex^ ^vj^ \.^^^- 
t/jer ensued, which both conivue^w^ >^>>^^^ ^^^^> 
'W restrained the enemy from W^Vx^^^. ^->^^- 
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mean time the barbarians dispatched couriers to 
all quarters ; and informed the people how small 
a number of men we had ; and told them what a 
fine opportunity offered for getting booty, and 
making themselves free for ever, if they could 
force the Roman camp. By these means having 
quickly raised a vast number of foot and horse, 
they came up to our camp. 

XXXV. Caesar, though he foresaw the same 
thing would come to pass, that had happened on 
former occasions, that the enemy, in case they 
were routed, would escape danger by nimbleness 
of heels ; yet having got about thirty horse, 
which Commius the Atrebatian, of whom men- 
tion was made before, had transhipped along 
with him, he drew up the legions in order of 
battle before the camp. Battle being begun, the 
enemy were not able long to sustain the fury of 
our soldiers, and accordingly turned their backs: 
whom our men pursued over as great a space as 
they were able by their speed and strength, 
and slaughtered a great number of them ; and 
then, having demolished and burnt every thing a 
great way round, they returned to the camp. 

XXXVI. The same day deputies, sent up by 
the enemy, came to Caesar to treat about a peace. 
Caesar doubled upon them the number of hos- 
tages that he had formerly required; and or- 
dered them to be brought over to the continent 

'{of Gaul) ; because, the time of the equinox 
being at hand, and his vessels crazy, he did not 
think it proper that bis vo'ja.^'ft ^wiS.^\i«i.^Na^- 
off till near winter. WYiete^Qx^, ^w^vcv^^ic.^ 

weather favourable, lie msi^e \oo^^ V^s. ^^w^*^ 
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little after midnight : which got all 8a.fe ti 
continent ; but two of the transports ixot bi 
able to make the same port that the rest q 
landed somewhat lower on the coast. 

XXXVII. Out of which two vessels, as t 
soldiers, being about 300, came ashore, an 
were going to march for the camp ; the Morin. 
whom Caesar, upon his going over to Britain 
had left in a peaceable disposition, spurred oo b} 
the hopes of booty, surrounded them at first with 
not a great number of their men, and ordered 
them, if they had not a mind to be cut to pieces, 
to lay down their arms. But when they, forming 
themselves into a round body, stood to their 
defence, immediately upon the noise, about 6000 
men came flocking up. Upon intelligence where- 
of, Caesar dispatched all the cavalry from the 
camp to the relief of his men. In the mean while 
our soldiers sustained the enemy's charge ; and 
fought with the utmost bravery upwards of four 
hours : and having received only a few wounds, 
slaughtered a great many of them. But after our 
cavalry appeared in view, the enemy, throwing 
away their arms, turned their backs ; and a great 
number of them were slain. 

XXXVIII. Caesar the day following sent his 
lieutenant T. Labienus, with the legions which 
he had brought back from Britain, against the 
Morini, who had made the revolt. Who having 
no place to retreat to, because the fens were 
dried up, (which they had used by way of pro- 
tection the yesLT before) fell almost all into the 

power of Labienus. But the UeutenauVa Q^ Xv- 
^ar/as and L. Cottei, who had cou^vxci^^ v.V> 
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legions into the country of the Menapii, after 
laying waste all their fields, cutting down their 
corn, and burning their houses, returned to Caesar ; 
for the Menapii had all hid themselves in the 
thickest parts of the woods. Caesar appointed 
winter-quarters for all the legions among the 
Belgae. Thither only two provinces sent hos- 
tages from Britain : the rest neglected it. For 
these achievements, upon Caesar's letter, a public 
thanksgiving for twenty days was voted by the 
senate. 



THE END. 
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